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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah; and blessings and peace be upon
His messenger and servant, Mubhammad, and upon his family and
companions and whoever follows his guidance until the Day of
Resurrection.

There is clearly a need for a presentation of the meanings of
the Holy Qur'an in English which is precise enough to be useful as
a reference for Muslims and students of Arabic yel also suitable for
da'wah purposes to non-Muslims. The Arabic Qur'an has always
spoken for itself — to those who discover it for the first time as well
as to those who study it in depth. The general meanings in a
translation should thus be correct, as far as human ability permits,
and clear, in a readable and uncomplicated expression.

Al-Muntada al-Islaimi has selected this edition by Saheeh
International (first published by Abul-Qasim Publishing House,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia) as the one most suitable for distribution.
Widely acknowledged for improvement over previous translations,
its language closely adheres to that of the original text while
remaining lucid and intelligible.

Without going into excessive detail, a word is due about the
methodology of this abbreviated edition. Three main objectives
served as guidelines for the work:

. To present correct meanings, as far as possible, in accordance
with the ‘ageedal of Al as-Sunnah wal-Jamd ah

. To simplify and clarify the language for the benefit of all
readers

3. To let the Quran speak for itself, adding footnotes only

where deemed necessary for explanation of points not readily

understood or when more than one meaning is acceptable

(=]

Each verse was reviewed in Arabic with reference to several
works of rafseer and grammar. Where differences arose, explanations
were generally taken from an authentic hadith or, in the absence of



such, those by the most knowledgable of the safighah and a@bi'an
as quoted by Ibn Katheer.'

English word order was chosen to conform more closely with
that of the Arabic text. This facilitates comparison for the student,
and the reader is brought somewhat closer to the feel of the original
expression.  Transliterated Arabic terms have been avoided
wherever an English definition could serve, keeping exceptions to a
minimum. Necessary clarifications or additions are given in
foomotes.  Care has also been taken to avoid the definitions of
modern Arabic dictionaries, which are often variant with the
language of the Qur'in and reflect the degree of change which has
crept into the understanding of certain concepts with the passing of
time. Instead. classical definitions were applied.

In compliance with standard regulations, words not derived
from the Arabic text but added for the purpose of clarification or
the completion of English meaning have been enclosed in brackets.
The exception is in regard to the frequently occurring expressions
of "association of another with Allah" (shirk) and "fearing Allah"
{tagwda), where the divine name, although not always included in
the Arabic text, is understood to be an integral part of that concept.
Throughout this work there is an endeavor 1o be consistent in the
translation of oft-repeated words and phrases from the text. There
are, however, specific instances where some adjustment is required
for accuracy, necessitating exceptions to the rule,

1 The sahabah (companions) were those most familiar with the time, place
and circumstances of each revelation due to their close contact with the
Prophet ( and their eagerness to understand its every aspect. Al the
same time, acute awareness of their accountability before Allih prevented
them from answering any guestions or making assertions about that of
which they were not completely certain,

Thy  {followers) were students of the sahdbal who mentioned the
sources for whatever commentaries they offered, Of their statements only
those based upon knowledge taken from the salidbal and upon the literal
and logical meanings understood in the Arabic language have been
accepted, Explanations from other sources, such as Jewish and Christian
narratives, are disregarded as unreliable.




It is to be noted that Arabic is a richer language than most.
One well versed therein automatically perceives the multiple shades
of meaning contained in particular words and phrases. Both early
and later scholars emphasized some aspects more than others in
their commentaries according to their own understanding, especially
in the absence of a relevant and authentic prophetic hadith. Any
translation, which can reflect but one emphasis, must necessarily
appear as a severe limitation. Although additions in brackeis and
explanatory footnotes are a partial remedy, it remains to be said that
nothing can take the place of an in-depth study through the Arabic
medium itself.

Arabic is richer not only in vocabulary but also in
grammaltical possibilities. Again, English is hardly comparable in
this respect. While precise and logical, Arabic grammar is free of
many limitations found in that of other languages, allowing for
much wider expression. For this reason, undoubtedly, it was the
most suitable of human tongues for conveyance of the Creator's
message (o mankind. Due to the flexibility of Arabic tenses, the
Qur'an is unique in its graphic portrayal of occurrences in the
Hereafter. Through use of the past tense the feeling is given that
one is already there, having experienced what is described. Much
of this is lost in English, where such descriptions are confined to
"will" of the future.

Those unfamiliar with Qurianic style might question the shifiing
of pronouns in many verses, which is again, alien 1o English. This
cannot be eliminated in translation, however, without loss to intended
meanings. Far from showing inconsistency, such variations are not
only correct in the original language but are the source of its beauty
and precision, which unfortunately cannot be captured in another
tongue. It must be remembered that the Arabic Qur'an, being the
words of Allih, the Exalted, far surpasses any human endeavor in
linguistic excellence and is indeed the standard of perfection for all
Arabic expression.

As for the names and attributes of Allah, their ranslation is
surely an impossibility, for even in Arabic they cannot represent




maore than an approximation limited by human understanding. To
any description given by Allah of Himself in human terminology,
the mind is required to apply the concept of absoluteness and
perfection befitting Him. Ibn Taymiyyah stated consisely that true
belief in Alldh (i.e., the correct Islimic ‘ageedah of Ahl as-Sunnah)
includes belief in whatever is described in His Book (the Qur'an) or
through His Prophet (Muhammad 1) — belief that is free from
distortion,” suspension,” qualification® or comparison.” The same
can be said for those aspects of the unseen, such as Paradise and
Hellfire, which are bevond the limits of human language and
human imagination.

In this edition particular attention has been given to the names
“ar-Rahmdan ar-Ralieem” (explained in a footnote to Sirah al-Fdatihah,
verse 1). Since both express certain aspects of divine mercy, "the
Most Merciful" was used for ar-Rafiman and simply "the Merciful"
for ar-Rafieem. However, when they occur together, as in Sdrah
al-Fatihah, the adjectives “entirely” and "especially” have been
used to indicate the complementary relationship between the two.

To those who use this volume, it should be emphasized that
whenever in doubt, one should refer to dictionaries of the classical
language and to reliable Arabic tafseer. Despite the many technicalities
involved in a work of this sort that can predispose it (o possible
imperfections, al-Muntadi is optimistic that the present effort will
contribute to a better understanding of the Qur'in for English-speaking
people in every part of the world.

Ultimately, all success is from Allih,
and all praise is due to Him.

ZTw{u'eej': Applying an allegorical meaning which will inevitably be
incorrect since it is not based upon knowledge.

“Ta'teel: Desertion of the concept altogether or denial that Allah would have
such an attribute or quality.
Takyeef: Attempting to explain how a certain attribute or quality could be,
while such knowledge lies only with Allah.

“Tamiheel:  Supposing that divine attributes resemble those of creation,
while Allih has said, "There is nothing like unto Him." (42:11)



FOREWORD

Scholars have defined the Quriin as "the words of Allah®
revealed to Mubammad (£2), the recitation of which is a form of
worship.”” This definition can be applied to no other book or speech.

Reading and recitation of the Qur'in is an important form of
worship for which a Muslim can expect reward and benefit in
the Hereafter. There was a definite purpose behind the strong
encouragement given by the Prophet (&%) in several authentic
hadiths for recitation of the Qur'an® That purpose is clearly stated
in the Qur'an itself:

"‘-»'n-. T 15 B omy Aps ab T s ~Ea oy
GV 134 ST Bl B B0 il Dis
"A blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [0

Mulammad], that they might reflect upon its verses
and that those of understanding would be reminded."*

"Then do they not reflect upon the Qur'an, or are
there locks upon [their] hearts?" "

§ins
"Then do they not reflect upon the Qur'an? If it had

been from [any] other than Allah, they would have
found within it much contradiction." "'

. i g -
Bl b fada ) A1 pe e e 0I5 0 0

6 Allah" is the proper name of God and is not used to denote any other
being. Therefore. this name is retained in translation 1o other languages.
TAI-Q::[{:]JI. Mann@', Mabdhith fi ' Ulim 0-Qur'dn, p. 21.
The recitation whose merits are mentioned in the fadiths is that of the
actual words of Allih in their original Arabic form. Nevertheless, any
effort toward understanding the Qur'an’s meanings in order to increase faith,
obtain guidance and live by its ordinances is in itself a deed of great merit.
drah Sad. 38:29.
Stirah Muhammad, 47:24.
Wsirah an-Nisa', 4:82.



Shaykh al-Isidm Ahmad bin Taymiyyah pointed out in his
Fatdwd that even the ordinary words of men are spoken or written
for the purpose of being undersiood by the listener or reader and
that the Qur'an is surely more worthy of being understood than the
words of men. Many scholars have stated that it is the responsibility
of all Muslims to learn the Arabic language in order to understand
the Qur'an. Ibn Katheer, author of the well-known Arabic fafseer,
maintained that il is also the duty of Muslim scholars to make its
meanings known to the people.

No person can afford to be ignorant of the Qur'an, for it is the
constitution revealed by Allah to regulate and govern human life. It
speaks with the perfect knowledge of the Creator about His
creation. [t exposes the truth and invites man to the way of wruth. It
contains important information about human destiny and that of the
individual. It educates and raises men to the highest moral,
intellectual and social level when they strive to comprehend it and
apply its teachings to life.

Moreover, it is the actual words of Allih — not created, but
revealed by Him through the angel Gabriel to a human messenger,
Muhammad bin *Abdullah (2%), for the benefit of humanity. It is
an eternal miracle given to the final prophet, Muhammad (:£), as
proof of his prophethood and a challenge to all succeeding generations,
It is of unique and inimitable quality. Revealed fourteen centuries
ago, it remains today completely intact and unaltered in its original
Arabic form.

What does one discover when he understands the meanings of
the Qur'in? The answers to this question can be classified in four
main calegories:

1. That he can know his Creator as He has described Himself

2. That he can know the purpose of life on this earth and what
is expected of every person during this life

3. That he becomes aware of the consequences of his attitudes
and his behavior

4. How he should relate to all things — 1o Allah by worship
and obedience, to his fellow man by justice to all or by



ihsan (a higher degree),' and to the universe in general by
putting those things under his control to good use

This divine message was revealed to confirm and renew the
relationship between man and his Creator and to reinstate the
sincere and correct worship of the one true God, Allah (sublidnahu
wa tfa'dli), who says:

¢ s 4Tt y s y 5 RN
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"Then let them respond to Me and believe in Me that
they may be [rightly] guided.” "

Iz!{mﬁn has been defined by the Prophet (%) as "worshipping Allih as if
you see Him” or generally, doing more than one’s duty and expecting less
than one’s right.

B3 garah al-Bagarah, 2:186.



HISTORY OF QUR’AN COMPILATION

1. In addition to its memorization in entirety by many of the
sahabah (the Prophet's companions), written recording of the
Qur'in began during the Prophet’s lifetime. As it was recited by
him, his scribes wrote down the revelation on pieces of leather,
bone and palm leaves, and its verses were ordered and arranged
as Allah revealed. Initially, the Qur'in was not compiled in one
volume, although some of the sahabah had made personal copies
for themselves after memorizing it from the Prophet ().

(]

. Collecting and compiling the Qur'an followed soon afier the
Prophet's death, during the caliphate of Abn Bakr as-Siddeeq.
Upon the advice of ‘Umar bin al-Khapab, Abi Bakr charged
Zayd bin Thabit to bring all of the Qur'an together on written
sheets (sufuf). These were checked for accuracy against what
had been memorized by a great number of the sahahah. After
the death of Abt Bakr and then "Umar, the collection remained
with ‘Umar's daughter, Hafsah, who was also the Prophet's wife.

%)

. The standardization of one authentic volume (mughaf) took place
during the caliphate of "Uthmin bin ‘Affan. The copy kept by
Hafsah was obtained and, upon the order of ‘Uthman, it was
transcribed with great care by four of the most knowledgeable
scribes:  Zayd bin Thabit, *Abdullah bin az-Zubayr, Sa‘eed bin
al-"Aas and 'Abdur-Rahman bin al-Harith bin Hisham. Copies
were sent to each of the various Islamic territories to replace all
other collections in circulation. “Uthmin kept a copy in Madinah,
and the original sty were returned to Hafsah. There is consensus
by the sahdabah that what is contained in this standard copy is the
true revelation received by Muhammad ( 25) from Alldh, the Exalted.

4. The mushaf of "‘Uthmin had no dots or vowel marks, as they

were unnecessary for those who knew the pure Arabic tongue.

With the spread of Islam among other peoples, there arose a

need to guard against incorrect reading and misinterpretation of

the Qurian. At first, scholars were reluctant about these additions,
but it was finally agreed that they did not affect the text itself and



were merely aids to proper pronunciation and understanding.

They were introduced in three stages:

+ Short vowel sounds were first represented by dots positioned
above, below and to the left of the letter. This system was
introduced during the caliphate of Mu‘awiyah bin Abi Sufyan
by Abul-Aswad ad-Du’li after he had heard serious errors in
recitation of the Qur'in.

+ Similarly written letters were differentiated by another system
of dots above and below them during the caliphate of *Abdul-
Malik bin Marwin, At the caliph's order, his governor, al-Hajjaj,
appointed two scholars, Nasr bin *Asim and Hayy bin Ya'mar,
to implement this improvement.

+ The presently used system of short vowel symbols was devised

by al-Khaleel bin Ahmad al-Fariheedi during the Abbasine
period.



MERITS OF PARTICULAR SURAHS
AND VERSES

1. Abi Sa‘eed Rafi’ bin al-Mu'alla said: "Allah's Messenger (25} said,
'Shall I not teach you the most superior siirah in the Qur'an
before you leave the mosque? He took me by the hand. When
we were aboul 1o leave, 1 said, 'O Messenger of Alldh, you said
you would teach me the most superior sarah in the Qur'an.'
The Prophet () said, '"Praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds"
|i.e., Siarah al-Fatihah); it is the seven repeatedly recited verses
and the magnificent Qur'an which was given to me."" (Narrated
by al-Bukhari.)

.Ibn *Abbas narrated: "While Gabriel was sitting with the
Prophet (), he heard a creaking sound above him, and raising
his head he said, 'This is a gate opened in Heaven today which
has never been opened before." Then when an angel descended
through it, he said, 'This is an angel that came down to earth
who has never come down before.'! He gave a salutation and
said, 'Rejoice in two lights brought to you which have not been
brought to any prophet before you: Farihar al-Kitab and the
last verses of Siral al-Bagarah. You will not recite a letter of
them without being given the blessing it contains.'" (Narrated
by Muslim.)

]

e

. Abl Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (i) said: "Do not
make your houses into graveyards. The devil flees from the house
in which Sarah al-Bagarah is recited.” (Narrated by Muslim.)

4. Ubayy bin Ka'b narrated: "Allah's Messenger (2%) said, 'Abul-
Mundhir, do you know which verse of Alldh's Book you have is
greatest?’ I replied, 'All@h — there is no deity except Him, the
Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all] existence.” [2:255]
Thereupon he struck me on the breast and said, "May knowledge
be pleasant for you, Abul-Mundhir."" (Narrated by Muslim.)

o

. Abl Mas'd al-Badri narrated that the Prophet (&) said: "If
anyone recites the last two verses of Sirah al-Bagarah at night,
it will be sufficient for him." (Narrated by al-Bukhart and Muslim.)
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10.

Abti Umiamah al-Bahili nanated that he heard Allih's Messenger (25
say: "Recite the Qur'in, for on the Day of Resurrection it will
come as an intercessor for those who recite it. Recite the two
bright ones, al-Bagarah and Ali ‘Imran, for on the Day of
Resurrection they will come as two clouds or two shades or two
flocks of birds in ranks pleading for those who recite them.
Recite Sirah al-Bagarah, for reading it produces blessing, and
abandoning it produces regret. And magicians are unable to
recite it.”" (Narrated by Muslim.)

. Abli Dardd’ narrated that the Prophet (i) said: "If anyone

learns by heart the first ten verses of Sirah al-Kahf, he will be
protected from the Dajjil." In another version, he said: "..at
the end of Sirah al-Kahf." (Narrated by Muslim.)

. Abll Sa‘eed narrated that the Prophet (i) said: "If anyone

recites Sralt al-Kahf on Friday, light will shine brightly for him
until the next Friday.” (Narrated by al-Hakim and al-Bayhaqi —
an authentic hadith.)

. Ibn Mas‘tid narrated that the Prophet (:£) said: "Sarah Tabdarak

prevents [whoever reads it] from the punishment of the grave.”
(Narrated by al-Hakim and Abii Na‘eem — an authentic hadith.)

Ibn “Umar narrated that the Prophet (25) said: "Whoever would
like to see the Day of Resurrection as if with his own eyes may
recite Siirahs ar-Takweer, al-Infitar and al-Inshigdq." (Narrated
by Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi and al-Hikim — a good hadith.)

. Abti Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet (£2) said

regarding, "Say He is Allah, [who is] One" (i.e., Sirah al-thias):
"By Him in whose hand my life is, this si@rah is equal to one
third of the Qur'an." And in another fadith: "The Prophet ()
said to his companions, ‘Is it difficult for any of you to recite
one third of the Qurin in one night?” This was difficult for
them, so they said. "Who among us has the ability 1o do so, O
Messenger of Allih?' Allih's Messenger (£5) replied, '"Say,
He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute" [ic..
Siarah al-Ikhids] is equal to one third of the Qurtin.'" (Narrated
by al-Bukhari.)



. Mu'adh bin Anas narrated that the Prophet (%) said: "IF

someone recites, "Say, He is Allah, the One' ten times, Allih
will build for him a palace in Paradise.” (Narrated by Ahmad.)

. ‘Ugbah bin *Amir narrated that Allib's Messenger (i) said:

"What wonderful verses have been sent down tonight. The like
of them has never been seen! They are: "Say, I seek refuge in
the Lord of the dawn,' and 'Say, I seek refuge in the Lord of
men.'" (i.e., Sirahs al-Falag and an-Nas) (Narrated by Muslim.)

. ‘Aishah narrated: "When the Prophet (25) went (o bed every night,

he used to cup his hands together and blow over them afier
reciting Siarah al-Ikilas, Sirah al-Falag and Sirah an-Nas and
then rub his hands over whatever parts of his body he was able
to, starting with his head, face and front of his body. He used
to do that three times." (Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim.)

. *Abdullah bin Ytisuf said that Malik reported from Ibn Shihab from

‘Urwah that *A'ishah narrated: "Whenever Allah's Messenger (22
became sick, he would recite the mitawwidhar [i.e.. Sirahs
al-Falag and an-Nds] and then blow over his body. But when he
became seriously ill, 1 used to recite them and rub his hands over
his body hoping for their blessings.” { Narrated by al-Bukhari.)
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Siirah al-Fatihah'

In the name of Alldh.? the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.’
[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord® of the worlds —

R

The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful,

Sovereign of the Day of Recompense,’

O

It is You we worship and You we ask for help,

Guide us to the straight path —

ioe I

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of
those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who are astray.

lrﬂ-FJ.ri.f:aﬁ: The Opening (of the Qurian). Note: Sirah titles are not an
integral part of the Qur'in. A distinguishing word in a particular sirah or a
word defining its subject matter often became a common means of
identification among the Prophet's companions and later scholars.  Although
some names, such as al-Fdtifal, were used by the Prophet (25) in reference
o a particular siraf, they were not specifically designated by him as titles,
Alldh is a proper name belonging only to the one Almighty God. Creator
and Sustainer of the heavens and the eanth and all that is within them, the
Eternal and Absolute, to whom alone all worship is due.

“Ar-Rabman and ar-Raheem are two names of Allih derived from the word
"rafimah” (mercy). In Arabic grammar both are intensive forms of
"merciful” (i.e., extremely merciful). A complimentary and comprehensive
meaning is intended by using both together.

Ralmdn is used only 1o describe Alldh, while rafeem might be used 1o
deseribe a person as well, The Propher (22) was described in the Qur'in as
raleem. Ralmdan is above the human level {ie ensely merciful). Since
one usually understands intensity to be something of short duration, Allih
describes Himself also as ralieem (i.e., continually merciful).

Rafundn also carries a wider meaning — merciful to all creation, Justice
is a part of this mercy., Rafieem includes the concept of speciality —
especially and specifically mercilul to the believers, Forgiveness is a part
of this mercy. (See al-Qurubt’s al-Jami'u It Altkamil-Qur'dan, pp. 103-107.)
When referring to Allih (subhdnahu wa ta'ald), the Arabic term "rabh"
ttranslated as "Lord") includes all of the following meanings: "owner,
master, ruler, controller, sustainer, provider, guardian and caretaker."

Jie., repayment and compensation for whatever was earned of good or evil

during life on this earth,
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Sirah al-Bagarah'

Bismilladhir-Rahmanir-Raheem

1. Alif, Lam, Meem.”

2. This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for
those conscious of Allah® —

3. Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer,” and spend out of
what We'? have provided for them,

4. And who believe in what has been revealed to you, [O
Muhammad], and what was revealed before you, and of the
Hereafter they are certain [in faith].

5. Those are upon [right] guidance from their Lord, and it is those
who are the successful,

6. Indeed, those who disbelieve'' — it is all the same for them
whether you wam them or do not wam them — they will not
believe.

7. Allah has set a seal upon their hearts and upon their hearing,
and over their vision is a veil.'” And for them is a great
punishment.

ﬁle-Bz.rqamh: The Cow. The name is taken from the story in verses 67-73.
These are among the fourteen opening letters which occur in various
combinations at the beginning of wenty-nine s@rahs in the Qurdn,
Although there has been much speculation as to their meaning, it was not,
in fact, revealed by Allah to anyone and is known only 1o Him.
Literally, "those who have tagwd,” i.e., who have piety, righteousness, fear
and love of Allih, and who take great care 1o avoid His displeasure,
ﬁ\l its proper times and according 1o its specified conditions,
It is 1o be noted that the reference of Allah (subhdnahn wa ta'dld) o
Himself as "We" in many Qur'anic verses is necessarily understood in the
Arabic language to denote grandeur and power. as opposed to the more
intimate singular form "I" used in specific instances.
SLiterally, "cover” or "conceal” (faith or truth).
“A covering preventing them from discerning guidance. This condition is a
direct result of their wrrogance and persistence in sin.
2
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8.

And of the people are some who say, "We believe in Allih
and the Last Day." but they are not believers.

They [think to] deceive Alldh and those who believe, but they
deceive not except themselves and perceive [it] not.

In their hearts is disease, so Allah has increased their disease;”
and for them is a painful punishment because they [habitually|
used to lie.

And when it is said to them, "Do not cause corruption on the
earth,” they say, "We are but reformers.”

Unguestionably. it is they who are the corrupters, but they
perceive [it] not.

And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have
believed,” they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have
believed?" Unguestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but
they know [it] not.

And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We believe";
but when they are alone with their evil ones, they say,
"Indeed, we are with you; we were only mockers."

[But] Allih mocks them and prolongs them in their transgression
[while] they wander blindly.

Those are the ones who have purchased error [in exchange]
for guidance, so their transaction has brought no profit, nor
were they guided.

Their example is that of one who kindled a fire, but when it
illuminated what was around him, Allih took away their light
and left them in darkness [so] they could not see.

Deaf, dumb and blind — so they will not return [to the right
path].

Or [it is] like a rainstorm from the sky within which is
darkness, thunder and lightning. They put their fingers in

3 The "disease” mentioned here includes doubt, hypocrisy, arrogance and
disheliel,

w
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their ears against the thunderclaps in dread of death. But
Allah is encompassing' of the dishelievers.

20, The lightning almost snatches away their sight. Every time it
lights [the way] for them, they walk therein; but when darkness
comes over them, they stand [still]. And it Allah had willed,
He could have taken away their hearing and their sight.
Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.

21. O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those
before you, that you may become righteous —

22. [He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the
sky a ceiling and sent down [rom the sky, main and brought forth
thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute o Allih
equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him].

23, And if you are in doubt about what We have sent down [ie.,
the Qur'an| upon Our Servant [i.e., Prophet Mubammad (25)],
then produce a siirah the like thereof and call upon your witnesses
[i.e.. supporters] other than Allah, if you should be truthful.

24, But if you do not — and you will never be able to — then fear
the Fire, whose fuel is men and stones, prepared for the
disbelievers.

25, And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous
deeds that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which
rivers flow. Whenever they are provided with a provision of
fruit therefrom, they will say, "This is what we were provided

14 Al states in the Qurin that He has certain attributes such as hearing,
sight, hands, face, mercy, anger, coming. encompassing, being above (he
Throne, ete,  Yel, He has disassociated Himsell from the limitations of
human atrributes or human imagination,  Correct Islimic beliel requires
faith in the existence of these atributes as Allih has described them
without applying to them any allegorical meanings or attempting to
explain how a certain quality could be (while this is known only to Allih)
and without comparing them 1o creation or denying that He (subhdnalu
wa ta'ald) would have such a quality. His attributes are befitting to Him
alone, and "There is nothing like unto Him." (42:11)

4
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with before." And it is given to them in likeness. And they
will have therein purified spouses, and they will abide therein
eternally.

26. Indeed, Alldh is not timid to present an example — that of a
mosquito or what is smaller'® than it. And those who have
believed know that it is the truth from their Lord. But as for
those who disbelieve, they say, "What did Allah intend by this
as an example?” He misleads many thereby and guides many
thereby. And He misleads not except the defiantly disobedient,

27. Who break the covenant of Allah after contracting it and sever
that which Alldh has ordered to be joined and cause corruption
on earth. It is those who are the losers.

28. How can you disbelieve in Allih when you were lifeless and
He brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He
will bring you [back] to life, and then to Him you will be
returned.

29. It is He who created for you all of that which is on the earth.
Then He directed Himself'® to the heaven, [His being above
all creation], and made them seven heavens, and He is Knowing
of all things.

30, And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels,
"Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive authority,""”
They said, "Will You place upon it one who causes corruption
therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your praise and
sanctify You?" He [Alldh] said, "Indeed, 1 know that which
you do not know."

31. And He taught Adam the names — all of them. Then He
showed them to the angels and said, "Inform Me of the names
of these, if you are truthful.”

32, They said, "Exalted are You; we have no knowledge except

I5Lil:mll:,-. “above i," i.e., greater in smallness,
!?Se,e footnote to 2:19.
Khaltfal: successor, or generations of man, one following another.

bl
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33,

34,

40.

what You have taught us. Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing,
the Wise."

He said, "O Adam, inform them of their names.” And when
he had informed them of their names, He said, "Did | not tell
you that I know the unseen [aspects] of the heavens and the earth?
And I know what you reveal and what you have concealed."”

And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before
Adam"; so they prostrated, except for Iblees.' He refused and
was arrogant and became of the disbelievers.

And We said, "0 Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise
and eat therefrom in [ease and] abundance from wherever you
will.  But do not approach this tree, lest you be among the
wrongdoers.”

But Satan caused them to slip out of it and removed them
from that [condition] in which they had been. And We said,
"Go down, [all of you], as enemies to one another, and you
will have upon the earth a place of settlement and provision
for a time.”

Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words,' and He
accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is He who is the Accepting
of repentance, the Merciful.

We said, "Go down from it, all of you. And when guidance
comes to you from Me, whoever follows My guidance — there
will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve,

And those who disbelieve and deny Our signs — those will be
companions of the Fire; they will abide therein eternally.”

O Children of Israel, remember My favor which I have bestowed
upon you and fulfill My covenant [upon you] that I will fulfill
your covenant [from Me], and be afraid of [only] Me.

B The proper name of Satan, who was not an angel but from the jinn, as
stated in 18:50. Done in obedience 1o Allih, this prostration was one of
respect. not worship.

Allah taught Adam words of repentance that would be acceptable o Him,

6
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41.

42,

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

And believe in what 1 have sent down confirming that which is
[already] with you, and be not the first to disbelieve in it. And
do not exchange My signs for a small price. and fear [only] Me.

And do not mix the truth with falsehood or conceal the truth
while you know [it].

0

And establish prayer and give zakih™ and bow with those

who bow [in worship and obedience].

Do you order righteousness of the people and forget® yourselves
while you recite the Scripture? Then will you not reason?
And seek help through patience and prayer; and indeed, it is
difficult except for the humbly submissive [to Allih]

Who are certain that they will meet their Lord and that they
will return to Him.

O Children of Israel, remember My favor that 1 have bestowed
upon you and that I preferred you over the worlds [i.e., peoples].

And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul™ ar all,
nor will intercession be accepted from it, nor will compensation
be taken from it, nor will they be aided.

And [recall] when We saved you [i.e., your forefathers] from
the people of Pharaoh, who afflicted you with the worst torment,
slaughtering your [newbom] sons and keeping your females alive.
And in that was a great trial from your Lord.

And [recall] when We parted the sea for you and saved you and
drowned the people of Pharaoh while you were looking on.
And [recall] when We made an appointment with Moses for

forty nights. Then you took [for worship] the calf after him
[i.e.. his departure], while you were wrongdoers.

20 An annual expenditure for the benefit of the Islimic community (see %:60)
required of those Muslims who have excess wealth. Prayer and zakdh are
among the pillars of Islam,

(O~
[

= Make exceptions of.

“ie, fulfill what is due from it
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52.
53,

54,

wn
wn

60,

Then We forgave you after that so perhaps you would be grateful.

And [recall] when We gave Moses the Scripture and criterion
that perhaps you would be guided.

And [recall] when Moses said to his people, "O my people,
indeed you have wronged yourselves by your taking of the calf
[for worship]. So repent to your Creator and kill yourselves
[i.e., the guilty among you]. That is best for [all of] you in the
sight of your Creator.” Then He accepted your repentance;
indeed, He is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful.

And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we will never believe
you until we see Alldh outright”; so the thunderbolt took you
while you were looking on.

Then We revived you after your death that perhaps you would
be grateful.

And We shaded you with clouds and sent down to you manna
and quails, [saying]. "Eat from the good things with which We
have provided you." And they wronged Us not — but they
were [only] wronging themselves.

And [recall] when We said, "Enter this city [i.e., Jerusalem]
and eat from it wherever you will in [ease and] abundance,
and enter the gate bowing humbly®™ and say. ‘Relieve us of our
burdens [i.e., sins].” We will [then] forgive your sins for you,
and We will increase the doers of good [in goodness and reward]."
But those who wronged changed [those words] to a statement
other than that which had been said to them, so We sent down
upon those who wronged a punishment [i.e., plague] from the
sky because they were defiantly disobeying.

And [recall] when Moses prayed for water for his people, so
We said, "Strike with vour staff the stone." And there gushed
forth from it twelve springs, and every people [i.e., tribe] knew

23Di1'|'::rcmiming between truth and falsehood. "The Scripture and criterion”
refers to the Torah.
In gratitude to Allih and admission of sin,

B
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61,

63.

64,

65.

66.

its watering place. "Eat and drink from the provision of Allih,
and do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.”

And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we can never endure
one [kind of] food. So call upon your Lord to bring forth for
us from the earth its green herbs and its cucumbers and its
garlic and its lentils and its onions.” [Moses] said, "Would
you exchange what is better for what is less? Go into [any]
settlernent and indeed, you will have what you have asked."
And they were covered with humiliation and poverty and
returned with anger from Alldh [upon them]. That was because
they [repeatedly] disbelieved in the signs of Alldh and killed
the prophets without right, Thal was because they disobeyed
and were [habitually] transgressing.

Indeed. those who believed and those who were Jews or
Christians or Sabeans [before Prophet Muhammad (22)] —
those [among them] who believed in Allah and the Last Day
and did righteousness — will have their reward with their Lord,
and no fear will there be concerning them, nor will they grieve.*

And [recall] when We took your covenant, [ Children of Israel,
to abide by the Torah] and We raised over you the mount,
[saying], "Take what We have given you with determination and
remember what is in it that perhaps you may become righteous.”

Then you turned away after that, And if not for the favor of
Alldh upon you and His mercy. you would have been among
the losers.

And you had already known about those who transgressed
among you concerning the sabbath, and We said to them, "Be
apes, despised.”

And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who were
present and those who succeeded [them] and a lesson for
those who fear Allah.

25 After the coming of Prophet Muhammad (£5) no religion other than Islam
is acceptable to Allah, as stated in 3:85,

9
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67.

68.

69,

70.

1.

72.

73.

74.

T5.

And [recall] when Moses said to his people, "Indeed, Allah
commands you to slaughter a cow.” They said, "Do you take
us in ridicule?" He said, "I seek refuge in Allah from being
among the ignorant.”

They said, "Call upon your Lord to make clear to us what it
is." [Moses] said, "[Alldh] says, 'It is a cow which is neither
old nor virgin, but median between that,' so do what you are
commanded."

They said, "Call upon your Lord to show us what is her
color." He said. "He says, 'It is a yellow cow, bright in color —
pleasing to the observers.'"

They said, "Call upon your Lord to make clear to us what it is.
Indeed. [all] cows look alike o us. And indeed we, if Alldh
wills, will be guided.”

He said, "He says, 'It is a cow neither trained 1o plow the earth
nor to irrigate the field, one free from fault with no spot upon
her.'" They said, "Now you have come with the truth." So
they slaughtered her, but they could hardly do it.

And [recall] when you slew a man and disputed™ over it, but
Allah was to bring out that which you were concealing.

So We said. "Strike him [i.e., the slain man] with part of it."

Thus does Alldh bring the dead to life, and He shows you His
signs that you might reason.

Then your hearts became hardened after that, being like stones
or even harder. For indeed, there are stones from which rivers
burst forth, and there are some of them that split open and
water comes oul, and there are some of them that fall down
for fear of Allah. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.

Do you covet [the hope, O believers], that they would believe
for you while a party of them used to hear the words of Allih

26. . .
:’6|‘c.. exchanged accusations and denials,
bk

the cow. Thereupon, Allih restored life to the man, who informed

them of his murderer,

10
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76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

and then distort it [i.e., the Torah] after they had understood it
while they were knowing?

And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We have
believed"; but when they are alone with one another, they say,
"Do you talk to them about what Alldh has revealed 1o you so
they can argue with you about it before your Lord?" Then
will you not reason?

But do they not know that Allih knows what they conceal and
what they declare?

And among them are unlettered ones who do not know the
Scripture except [indulgement in] wishful thinking, but they
are only assuming.

So woe™ 1o those who write the "scripture” with their own
hands, then say, "This is from Alldh," in order 1o exchange it
for a small price. Woe to them for what their hands have
written and woe to them for what they earn.

And they say, "Never will the Fire touch us, except for [a few]
numbered days." Say, "Have you taken a covenant with Allah?
For Allih will never break His covenant. Or do you say about
Allih that which you do not know?"

Yes, [on the contrary], whoever earns evil and his sin has
encompassed him — those are the companions of the Fire; they
will abide therein eternally.

But they who believe and do righteous deeds — those are the
companions of Paradise; they will abide therein eternally.

And [recall] when We took the covenant from the Children of
Israel, [enjoining upon them], "Do not worship except Allidh;
and to parents do good and to relatives, orphans, and the
needy. And speak to people good [words] and establish
prayer and give zakih." Then you turned away, excepl a few
of you, and you were refusing.

28

i.e,, death and destruction,
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84,

85,

86,

87.

88.

89,

And [recall] when We took your covenant, [saying]. "Do not
shed your [i.e., each other's] blood or evict one another from
your homes." Then you acknowledged [this] while you were
witnessing.

Then, you are those [same ones who are] killing one another and
evicting a party of your people from their homes, cooperating
against them in sin and aggression. And if they come to you
as captives, you ransom them, although their eviction was
forbidden to you. So do you believe in part of the Scripture
and disbelieve in part? Then what is the recompense for those
whao do that among you except disgrace in worldly life; and on
the Day of Resurrection they will be sent back to the severest
of punishment. And Alliih is not unaware of what you do.

Those are the ones who have bought the life of this world [in
exchange] for the Hereafter, so the punishment will not be
lightened for them, nor will they be aided.

And We did certainly give Moses the Scripture [i.e., the Torah]
and followed up after him with messengers. And We gave
Jesus, the son of Mary. clear proofs and supported him with
the Pure Spirit [i.e., the angel Gabriel]. But is it [not] that
every lime a messenger came to you, [O Children of Israel],
with what your souls did not desire, you were arrogant? And a
party [of messengers] you denied and another party you killed.

And they said, "Our hearts are wrapped."” But, [in fact],
Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so little is it that they
believe.

And when there came to them a Book [i.e., the Qur'an] from
Allih confirming that which was with them — although before
they used to pray for victory against those who disbelieved —
but [then] when there came to them that which they recognized,
they disbelieved in it; so the curse of Allih will be upon the
disbelievers.

29 Covered or sealed against reception of Allih's word,

12



Sorah 2 — al-Bagarah Juz' 1

90,

91,

92.

94,

96,

97,

How wretched is that for which they sold themselves — that
they would disbelieve in what Allih has revealed through
[their] outrage that Allah would send down His favor upon
whom He wills from among His servants. So they returned
having [earned] wrath upon wrath. And lor the disbelievers is
a humiliating punishment,

And when it is said to them, "Believe in what Allih has revealed,"
they say, "We believe [only] in what was revealed to us."
And they disbelieve in what came after it, while it is the truth
confirming that which is with them. Say, "Then why did you
kill the prophets ol Allih before, if you are [indeed] believers?"

And Moses had certainly brought you clear proofs. Then you
took the call [in worship] after that, while you were wrongdoers.

And [recall] when We took your covenant and raised over you
the mount, [saying], "Take what We have given you with
determination and listen." They said [instead], "We hear and
disobey.” And their hearts absorbed [the worship of] the calf
because of their disbelief. Say, "How wretched is that which
your faith enjoins upon you, if you should be believers."

Say. [0 Mubhammad], "If the home of the Hereafter with Allih
is for you alone and not the [other| people, then wish for
death, if you should be truthful.”

But never will they wish for it, ever, because of what their hands
have put forth. And Allah is Knowing of the wrongdoers.

And you will surely find them the most greedy of people for
life — [even]| more than those who associate others with Allidh.
One of them wishes that he could be granted life a thousand
years, but it would not remove him in the least from the
[coming] punishment that he should be granted life. And
Alldh is Seeing of what they do.

Say, "Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel — it is [none but] he
who has brought it [i.e., the Qur'an] down upon your heart, [O
Muhammad], by permission of Allah, confirming that which
was before it and as guidance and good tidings for the believers."

13
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98, Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and His messengers
and Gabriel and Michael — then indeed, Alldh is an enemy to
the disbelievers.

99, And We have certainly revealed to you verses [which are]
clear proofs, and no one would deny them except the defiantly
disobedient.

100. Is it not [true] that every time they took a covenant a party of
them threw it away? But, [in fact], most of them do not believe.

101. And when a messenger from Allih came to them confirming
that which was with them, a party of those who had been given
the Scripture threw the Scripture of Allah [i.e., the Torah]
behind their backs as if they did not know [what it contained].

102. And they followed [instead] what the devils had recited during
the reign of Solomon. It was not Solomon who disbelieved,
but the devils disbelieved, teaching people magic and that which
was revealed to the two angels at Babylon, Harit and Marat.
But they [i.e.. the two angels| do not teach anyone unless they
say, "We are a trial, so do not disbelieve [by practicing magic].""
And [yet] they learn from them that by which they cause
separation between a man and his wife. But they do not harm
anyone through it except by permission of Allah. And they
li.e.. people] learn what harms them and does not benefit them.
But they [i.e., the Children of Israel] certainly knew that whoever
purchased it [i.e.. magic] would not have in the Hereafter any
share. And wretched is that for which they sold themselves, if
they only knew.

103, And if they had believed and feared Allah, then the reward
from Allih would have been [far] better, if they only knew.

104, O you who have believed. say not [to Alldh's Messenger],

"Ra‘ind" but say, "Unthurna"*' and listen. And for the

30’They warn people against the misuse of what they have learned.

“*The word "ra@'ing™ in Arabic literally means "consider us," ne., give us
time to hear you and listen to us. The Jews used to use the same word
with the meaning of an insult, Therefore, the believers were ordered 1o

14
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105.

106,

107.

108.

109,

110,

L

112.

disbelievers is a painful punishment.

Neither those who disbelieve from the People of the Scripture
[i.e., the Jews and Christians] nor the polytheists wish that
any good should be sent down to you from your Lord. But
Allidh selects for His mercy whom He wills, and Alldh is the
possessor of great bounty.

We do not abrogate a verse or cause it to be forgotten except
that We bring forth [one] better than it or similar to it. Do you
not know that Alldh is over all things competent”?

Do you not know that to Allih belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth and [that] you have not besides Allih
any protector or any helper?

Or do you intend to ask™ your Messenger as Moses was asked
before? And whoever exchanges faith for disbelief has certainly
strayed from the soundness of the way.

Many of the People of the Scripture wish they could turn you
back to disbelief after you have believed, out of envy from
themselves [even] after the wuth has become clear to them.
So pardon and overlook until Allah delivers His command.
Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.

And establish prayer and give zakidh, and whatever good you
put forward for yourselves — you will find it with Alldh.
Indeed Allih, of what you do, is Seeing.

And they say, "None will enter Paradise except one who is a
Jew or a Christian." That is [merely] their wishful thinking.
Say, "Produce your proof, if you should be truthful.”

Yes, [on the contrary], whoever submits his face [i.e., self] in
Islam to Alldh while being a doer of good will have his reward
with his Lord. And no fear will there be concerning them, nor
will they grieve.

avoid this expression and use instead the word "unthurnd.” ie.. "wait for
45U8 |50 that we may understand |."

miracle of the Prophet

persistently question or, as in the case of the dishelievers, demand a
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113.

114,

115:

116,

117.

118.

119,

120.

The Jews say, "The Christians have nothing [true] to stand on,"
and the Christians say, "The Jews have nothing to stand on.”
although they [both] recite the Scripture. Thus do those who
know not [i.e., the polytheists] speak the same as their words.
But Allidh will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection
concerning that over which they used to differ.

And who are more unjust than those who prevent the name of
Alldh from being mentioned [i.e.. praised] in His mosques and
strive toward their destruction, It is not for them to enter them
except in fear. For them in this world is disgrace, and they
will have in the Hereafter a great punishment.

And to Allah belongs the east and the west. So wherever you
[might] turn, there is the Face™ of Allih, Indeed, Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

They say, "Allah has taken a son." Exalted is He!™* Rather, to
Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are
devoutly obedient to Him,

Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees a
matter, He only says to it, "Be,"” and it is.

Those who do not know say, "Why does Allah not speak to us
or there come to us a sign? Thus spoke those before them
like their words. Their hearts resemble each other. We have
shown clearly the signs to a people who are certain [in faith].
Indeed, We have sent you, [O Mubammad], with the truth as
a bringer of good tidings and a warner, and you will not be
asked about the companions of Hellfire,

And never will the Jews and the Christians approve of you
until you follow their religion. Say, "Indeed, the guidance of
Allah is the [only] guidance.” If you were to follow their
desires after what has come to you of knowledge, you would
have against Alldh no protector or helper,

335ee faotmote to 2:19,
T Subfidnaln means "lar exalied is He above all they falsely atribute 1o Him,"”
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121.

124,

126.

127.

Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with its true
recital.” They [are the ones who] believe in it. And whoever
disbelieves in it — it is they who are the losers.

. O Children of Israel, remember My favor which 1 have

bestowed upon you and that I preferred you over the worlds.

. And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul™ at

all, and no compensation will be accepted from it, nor will any
intercession benefit it, nor will they be aided.

And [mention, O Muhammad], when Abraham was tried by
his Lord with words [i.e.. commands] and he fulfilled them.
[Allah] said, "Indeed, I will make you a leader for the people.”
[Abraham] said, "And of my descendants?" [Alldh] said, "My
covenant does not include the wrongdoers.”

5. And [mention] when We made the House [i.e., the Ka'bah] a

place of return for the people and [a place of] security. And
take, [O believers], from the standing place of Abraham a
place ol prayer. And We charged Abraham and Ishmael,
[saying], "Purify My House for those who perform tawif’
and those who are staying [there] for worship and those who
bow and prostrate [in prayer].”

And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, make this a
secure city and provide its people with fruits — whoever of
them believes in Alldh and the Last Day." [Alldh] said, "And
whoever disbelieves — I will grant him enjoyment for a little;
then 1 will force him to the punishment of the Fire, and
wretched is the destination.”

And [mention] when Abraham was raising the foundations of
the House and [with him] Ishmael, [saying], "Our Lord, accept
[this] from us. Indeed, You are the Hearing, the Knowing.

321’.3., applying its teachings to their lives.

oo See footnote 1o 2:48.

<" A form of worship particular to the Ka'balt consisting of going around it in
circuits.
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128.

129,

13

132.

133.

134,

135.

Our Lord, and make us Muslims [in submission] to You and
from our descendants a Muslim nation [in submission] to You.
And show us our rites [of hajj and ‘umrah] and accept our
repentance. Indeed, You are the Accepting of repentance, the
Merciful.

Our Lord, and send among them a messenger from themselves
who will recite to them Your verses and teach them the Book
and wisdom and purify them. Indeed, You are the Exalted in
Might, the Wise."

. And who would be averse to the religion of Abraham except

one who makes a fool of himself. And We had chosen him in
this world, and indeed he, in the Hereafter. will be among the
righteous.

. When his Lord said to him, "Submit," he said, "I have submitted

[in Islim]** to the Lord of the worlds.”

And Abraham instructed his sons [to do the same] and [so did]
Jacob, [saying], "O my sons, indeed Allih has chosen for you
this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims."

Or were you witnesses when death approached Jacob, when he
said to his sons, "What will you worship after me?" They said,
"We will worship your God and the God of your fathers,
Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac — one God.” And we are
Muslims [in submission] to Him."”

That was a nation which has passed on. It will have [the
consequence of] what it earned. and you will have what you
have earned. And you will not be asked about what they used
to do.,

They say, "Be Jews or Christians [so] you will be guided.”

3B The meaning of the word "Islim" is "submission to the will of Allah."”
This is the way of life ordained by Allih and taught by all of the prophets

from Adam to Mubammad

1o A Muslim is one who submits himsell w

Allih.

it

)Allﬂ]l Cxnebfidnahn wa ra'@la) alone,

I8
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137,

138,

140.

141,

Say, "Rather, [we follow] the religion of Abraham. inclining
toward truth, and he was not of the polytheists."*"

. Say, [O believers], "We have believed in Allih and what has

been revealed to us and what has been revealed to Abraham
and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants
[al-Asbat]" and what was given to Moses and Jesus and what
was given to the prophets from their Lord. We make no
distinction between any of them, and we are Muslims [in
submission] to Him,"

So if they believe in the same as you believe in, then they
have been [rightly] guided: but if they turn away, they are
only in dissension, and Allih will be sufficient for you against
them. And He is the Hearing, the Knowing.

[And say. "Ours is] the religion of Alldh. And who is better
than Alldh in [ordaining] religion? And we are worshippers
of Him."

. Say, [0 Muhammad], "Do you argue with us about Allah

while He is our Lord and your Lord? For us are our deeds,
and for you are your deeds. And we are sincere [in deed and
intention] to Him."

Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob
and the Descendants were Jews or Christians? Say, "Are you
more knowing or is Allah?" And who is more unjust than one
who conceals a testimony*” he has from Allih? And Allah is
not unaware of what you do,

That is a nation which has passed on. It will have [the
consequence of] what it earned, and you will have what you
have earned. And you will not be asked about what they used
to do.

4Dhose who associate others with Allgh in waorship.
The twelve ribes of Israel descended [rom Jacob,
Statements in previous scriptures attesting (o the nature of Alldh's religion

(Isldam) and the coming of Prophet Muhammad
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142, The foolish among the people will say, "What has turned them
away from their giblah,* which they used 1o face?™  Say,
"To Allih belongs the east and the west. He guides whom He

wills to a straight path.”

143, And thus We have made you a median [Le., just] community
that you will be witnesses over the people and the Messenger
will be a witness over you. And We did not make the giblah
which you used to face except that We might make evident
who would follow the Messenger from who would turn back
on his heels. And indeed, it is difficult except for those whom
Allah has guided. And never would Allah have caused you to
lose your faith [i.e., your previous prayers]. Indeed Alldh is,
to the people, Kind and Merciful.

144, We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O
Muhammad], toward the heaven, and We will surely turn you
to a giblah with which you will be pleased. So turn vour face
[i.e., yourself] toward al-Masjid al-Haram.* And wherever
you [believers] are, turn your faces [i.e., yourselves] toward it
[in prayer]. Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture
[i.e.. the Jews and the Christians]| well know that it is the truth
from their Lord. And Alldh is not unaware of what they do.

145, And if you brought to those who were given the Scripture
every sign, they would not follow your giblah. Nor will you
be a follower of their giblah. Nor would they be followers of
one another's giblah. So if you were to follow their desires
after what has come to you of knowledge, indeed, you would
then be among the wrongdoers.

43'{1!1: direction faced in prayer,
Prior (o the command (in verse 144) that the Prophet (2£) and his
followers tum toward the Ka'bali in Makkah for prayer, they had been
facing Jerusalem to the north. The implications of this change are
mentioned in succeeding verses.
5Th(: Sacred Mosque in Makkah containing the Ka'bali.
20



Sorah 2 — al-Bagarah Jugt 2

146.

147.

148.

149,

150.

I51.

154,

155.

Those to whom We gave the Scripture know him [i.e., Prophet
Muhammad (£5)] as they know their own sons. But indeed, a
party of them conceal the truth while they know [it].

The truth is from your Lord, so never be among the doubters.
For each [religious following] is a [prayer] direction toward
which it faces. So race to [all that is] good. Wherever you

miy be, Allih will bring you forth [for judgement] all together,
Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.

So from wherever you go out [for prayer, O Muhammad],
turn your face toward al-Masjid al-Hardm, and indeed, it is
the truth from your Lord. And Allih is not unaware of what
you do.

And from wherever you go out [for prayer], turn your face
toward al-Masjid al-Hardm. And wherever you [believers] may
be, turn your faces toward it in order that the people will not
have any argument against you, except for those of them who
commit wrong; so fear them not but fear Me. And [it is] so 1
may complete My favor upon you and that you may be guided,
Just as We have sent among you a messenger from yourselves
reciting to you Our verses and purifying you and teaching you
the Book and wisdom™ and teaching you that which you did
not know,

. So remember Me: 1 will remember you. And be grateful to

Me and do not deny Me.

. O you who have believed, seek help through patience and

prayer. Indeed. Allah is with the patient.

And do not say about those who are killed in the way of Alldh,
"They are dead.” Rather, they are alive, but you perceive [it] not.
And We will surely test you with something of fear and hunger
and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give good tidings
to the patient,

‘“’Thc wisdom taught by the Prophet (25

s his sinnah.
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156.

157,

158,

160.

161.

162.

163.

164,

Who, when disaster strikes them. say, "Indeed we belong 1o
Alldh, and indeed to Him we will return.”

Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from their Lord
and mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] guided.

Indeed, as-Safd and al-Marwah are among the symbols® of
Allih. So whoever makes hajj [pilgrimage] to the House or
performs ‘umrah — there is no blame upon him for walking
between them* And whoever volunteers good — then indeed,
Alliih is Appreciative and Knowing.

. Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs

and guidance after We made it clear for the people in the
Scripture — those are cursed by Allah and cursed by those who

;.
curse.'”

Except for those who repent and correct themselves and make
evident [what they concealed]. Those — [ will accept their
repentance, and 1 am the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful.

Indeed, those who disbelieve and die while they are
disbelievers — upon them will be the curse of Allah and of the
angels and the people, all together,

Abiding eternally therein. The punishment will not be lightened
for them, nor will they be reprieved.

And your god is one God. There is no deity [worthy of worship]
except Him, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the
alternation of the night and the day, and the [great] ships
which sail through the sea with that which benefits people,
and what Allah has sent down from the heavens of rain,
giving life thereby to the earth after its lifelessness and
dispersing therein every [kind of] moving creature, and [His]

47pjaces designated for the rites of hajj and ‘wmral.
Some believers had previously feared that this might be a pagan practice,
so Alldh confirms that sa'7 is among the rites of His religion.
From among the angels and the believers,
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165.

166,

167.

168.

169,

170.

171,

172.

directing of the winds and the clouds controlled between the
heaven and earth are signs for a people who use reason.

And [yet], among the people are those who take other than
Allah as equals [to Him]. They love them as they [should]
love Allih. But those who believe are stronger in love for Alldh.
And if only they who have wronged would consider [that] when
they see the punishment, [they will be certain] that all power
belongs to Allih and that Alliih is severe in punishment,

[And they should consider that] when those who have been
followed disassociate themselves from those who followed
[them]. and they [all] see the punishment, and cut off from
them are the ties [of relationship],

Those who followed will say, "If only we had another turn [at
worldly life] so we could disassociate ourselves from them as
they have disassociated themselves from us." Thus will Allah
show them their deeds as regrets upon them. And they are
never to emerge from the Fire.

O mankind, eat from whatever is on earth [that is] lawful and
good and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to
you a clear enemy.

He only orders you to evil and immorality and to say about
Alldh what you do not know.

And when it is said to them, "Follow what Alldh has revealed,”
they say, "Rather, we will follow that which we found our
fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood nothing,
nor were they guided?

The example of those who disbelieve is like that of one who
shouts at what hears nothing but calls and cries [i.e., cattle or
sheep] — deaf, dumb and blind, so they do not understand.

O you who have believed, eat from the good [ie.. lawful]
things which We have provided for you and be grateful to
Allah if it is [indeed] Him that you worship.
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173. He has only forbidden to you dead animals,™ blood, the flesh
of swine, and that which has been dedicated to other than
Allih. But whoever is forced [by necessity], neither desiring
[it] nor transgressing [its limit], there is no sin upon him.
Indeed. Alldh is Forgiving and Merciful.

174. Indeed, they who conceal what Alldh has sent down of the
Book and exchange it for a small price — those consume not
into their bellies except the Fire. And Allah will not speak to
them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them.
And they will have a painful punishment.

175. Those are the ones who have exchanged guidance for error
and forgiveness for punishment. How patient they are for
[i.e.. in pursuit of] the Fire!

176. That is [deserved by them] because Allah has sent down the
Book in truth. And indeed, those who differ over the Book
are in extreme dissension.

177. Righteousness is not that you turmn your faces toward the east
or the west, but [true] righteousness is [in] one who believes
in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets
and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans,
the needy, the traveler, those who ask [for help], and for
freeing slaves; [and who] establishes prayer and gives zakiih;
[those who] fulfill their promise when they promise; and
[those who] are patient in poverty and hardship and during
battle. Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those
who are the righteous.

178. O you who have believed, prescribed for you is legal retribution
for those murdered — the free for the free, the slave for the slave,
and the female for the female.”! But whoever overlooks from
his brother [i.e., the killer] anything,* then there should be a
suitable follow-up and payment to him [ie., the deceased's

20ﬂmsc not slavghtered or hunted expressly for food,
< _No one else should be executed in place of the killer.
By accepting compensation payment rather than execution,
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179,

180.

181.

182,

183,

184,

heir or legal representative] with good conduct. This is an
alleviation from your Lord and a mercy. But whoever
transgresses after that™ will have a painful punishment.

And there is for you in legal retribution [saving of] life, O you
[people] of understanding, that you may become righteous.

Prescribed for you when death approaches [any] one of you if
he leaves wealth [is that he should make] a bequest for the
parents and near relatives according to what is acceptable — a
duty upon the righteous.>

Then whoever alters it [i.e., the bequest] after he has heard it —
the sin is only upon those who have altered it. Indeed, Alldh
is Hearing and Knowing.

But if one fears from the bequeather [some] error or sin and
corrects that which is between them [i.e., the concemned parties],
there is no sin vpon him. Indeed, Alldh is Forgiving and
Merciful.

O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it

was decreed upon those before you that vou may become
righteous —

[Fasting for] a limited number of days. So whoever among
you is ill or on a journey [during them] — then an equal
number of days [are to be made up]. And upon those who are
able [to fast, but with hardship] — a ransom [as substitute] of
feeding a poor person [each day]. And whoever volunteers
good [i.e., excess] — it is better for him. But to fast is best for
you, if you only knew.

5. The month of Ramadhan [is that] in which was revealed the

Qur'in, a guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance
and criterion.  So whoever sights [the new moon of] the month,™

3

33 atter acceptance of compensation.

This ruling was abrogated by the revelation in Sidrah an-Nisd' stipulating
obligatory shares for parents and close relatives, Those who do not inherit
by law may be remembered in a bequest. See 4:11-12.

53 Also, "whoever is present during the month,”
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186.

187.

188.

189,

let him fast it; and whoever is ill or on a journey — then an
equal number of other days. Alldh intends for you ease and
does not intend for you hardship and [wants] for you to
complete the period and to glorify Allah for that [to] which He
has guided you; and perhaps you will be grateful.

And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning
Me — indeed | am near. [ respond to the invocation of the
supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond o Me
[by obedience] and believe in Me that they may be [rightly]
guided.

It has been made permissible for you the night preceding
fasting to go to your wives [for sexual relations]. They are
clothing for you and you are clothing for them. Alldh knows
that you used to deceive yourselves,™ so He accepted your
repentance and forgave you. So now, have relations with
them and seek that which Allah has decreed for you [ie..
offspring]. And eat and drink until the white thread of dawn
becomes distinet to you from the black thread [of night].
Then complete the fast until the night [i.e., sunset]. And do
not have relations with them as long as you are staying for
worship in the mosques. These are the limits [set by] Allih,
so do not approach them. Thus does Allah make clear His
verses [i.e.. ordinances] to the people that they may become
righteous,

And do not consume one another's wealth unjustly or send it
[in bribery| to the rulers in order that [they might aid] you
[to] consume a portion of the wealth of the people in sin,
while you know [it is unlawful].

They ask you, [O Muhammad]. about the new moons. Say,
"They are measurements of time for the people and for hajj
Ipilgrimage].”  And it is not righteousness to enter houses

56Pri(sr 1o this revelation, marital relations were unlawful during nights
preceding fasting. Some were unable to refrain and secretly disobeyed,
but they did not deceive Allih,
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190.

191.

194,

195.

196.

from the back, but righteousness is [in] one who fears Allih.
And enter houses from their doors. And fear Allah that you
may succeed.

Fight in the way of Allih those who fight you but do not
transgress. Indeed, Allah does not like transgressors.

And kill them wherever you overtake them and expel them
from wherever they have expelled you, and fitnah™ is worse
than killing. And do not fight them at al-Masjid al-Haram
until they fight you there. But if they fight you, then kill them.
Such is the recompense of the disbelievers,

. And if they cease, then indeed, Alldh is Forgiving and Merciful.

3. Fight them until there is no [more] fitnah™ and [until] religion

[i.e., worship] is [acknowledged to be] for Allah. But if they
cease, then there is to be no aggression [ie., assaull] except
against the oppressors.

|Fighting in] the sacred month is for [aggression committed in]
the sacred month,* and for [all] violations is legal retribution.
So whoever has assaulted you, then assault him in the same
way that he has assaulted you. And fear Allih and know that
Alldh is with those who fear Him.

And spend in the way of Allidh and do not throw [yourselves]
with your [own] hands into destruction [by refraining]. And
do good; indeed, Allih loves the doers of good.

And complete the hajj and ‘umrah for Allah. But if you are
prevented, then [offer] what can be obtained with ease of
sacrificial animals. And do not shave your heads until the
sacrificial animal has reached its place of slaughter. And
whoever among you is ill or has an ailment of the head
[making shaving necessary must offer] a ransom of fasting

57 Dishelief and its imposition on others.

Among the meanings of fimah are disbeliel, discord, dissension, civil
< Strife, persecution, appression, injustice, seduction, trial and torment.
55 The sacred months are Dhul-Qa‘dah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram and Rajab.
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[three days] or charity®™ or sacrifice.”’  And when you are
secure,” then whoever performs ‘umrah [during the hajj
months]* followed by hajj [offers] what can be obtained with
ease of sacrificial animals. And whoever cannot find [or
afford such an animal] — then a fast of three days during hajj
and of seven when you have returned [home]. Those are ten
complete [days]. This is for those whose family is not in the
area of al-Masjid al-Haram. And fear Allah and know that
Allih is severe in penalty.

197. Hajj is [during] well-known months,** so whoever has made
hajj obligatory upon himself therein [by entering the state of
thram], there is [to be for him] no sexual relations and no
disobedience and no disputing during hajj. And whatever
good you do — Alldh knows it. And take provisions, but indeed,
the best provision is fear of Allah. And fear Me, O you of
understanding.

198. There is no blame upon you for seeking bounty™ from your
Lord [during hajjl. But when you depart from *Arafit, remember
Allih at al-Mash'ar al-Harim.*®  And remember Him, as He
has guided you, for indeed, you were before that among those
astray.

199, Then depart from the place from where [all] the people depart
and ask forgiveness of Alldh. Indeed, Alldh is Forgiving and
Merciful.

200. And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah
like your [previous| remembrance of your fathers or with
[much] greater remembrance. And among the people is he

lE'“1"1:{:(11'ug six needy persons,
The slaughter of a sheep or goat.
Under normal conditions, i.e., are not prevented.
- The months of Shawwil, Dhul-Qa‘'dah and Dhul-Hijjah.
64gee previous footnote.
65ie. profit from trade or business.
Which is in Muzdalifah.
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201.

202,

203.

204,

206,

207,

208.

209,

210.

211,

who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world,” and he will have
in the Hereafter no share.

But among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this
world [that which is] good and in the Hereafter [that which is]
good and protect us from the punishment of the Fire."

Those will have a share of what they have earned. and Allah is
swift in account.

And remember Allah during [specific] numbered days. Then
whoever hastens [his departure] in two days — there is no sin
upon him; and whoever delays [until the third] — there is no
sin upon him — for him who fears Allah. And fear Allah and
know that unto Him you will be gathered.

And of the people is he whose speech pleases you in worldly

life, and he calls Allah to witness as to what is in his heart, yet
he is the fiercest of opponents.

5. And when he goes away, he strives throughout the land to cause

corruption therein and destroy crops and animals. And Allih
does not like corruption.

And when it is said to him, "Fear Alldh," pride in the sin takes
hold of him. Sufficient for him is Hellfire, and how wretched
is the resting place.

And of the people is he who sells himself, seeking means to
the approval of Allah. And Allah is Kind to [His] servants,

O you who have believed, enter into Islim completely [and
perfectly] and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he
is to you a clear enemy.

But if you slip [i.e., deviate] after clear proofs have come to
you, then know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.

Do they await but that Allih should come to them in covers of
clouds and the angels [as well] and the matter is [then] decided?
And to Allah [all] matters are returned.

Ask the Children of Israel how many a sign of evidence We
have given them. And whoever exchanges the favor of Allah
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[for disbelief] after it has come to him — then indeed, Allih is
severe in penalty.

Beautified for those who disbelieve is the life of this world,
and they ridicule those who believe. But those who fear Allih
are above them on the Day of Resurrection. And Alldh gives
provision to whom He wills without account,

Mankind was [of] one religion [before their deviation]; then
Allah sent the prophets as bringers of good tidings and warners
and sent down with them the Scripture in truth to judge
between the people concerning that in which they differed.
And none differed over it [i.e., the Scripture] except those
who were given it — after the clear proofs came to them — out
of jealous animosity among themselves. And Allih guided
those who believed to the truth concerning that over which they
had differed, by His permission. And Allah guides whom He
wills to a straight path.

Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while such [trial]
has not yet come to you as came to those who passed on
before you? They were touched by poverty and hardship and
were shaken until [even their] messenger and those who
believed with him said, "When is the help of Allah?"
Ungquestionably, the help of Alldh is near.

. They ask you, [0 Mubhammad], what they should spend. Say,

"Whatever you spend of good is [to be] for parents and
relatives and orphans and the needy and the traveler. And
whatever you do of good — indeed, Alldh is Knowing of it."

Fighting has been enjoined upon you while it is hateful to you.
But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you: and
perhaps you love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah
knows, while you know not.

They ask you about the sacred month® — about fighting
therein. Say, "Fighting therein is great [sin]. but averting

a1 See foomote 1o 2:194,
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[people] from the way of Allih and disbelief in Him and
[preventing access to] al-Masjid al-Hariim and the expulsion
of its people therefrom are greater [evil] in the sight of Alldh,
And fitnah™ is greater than killing." And they will continue to
fight you until they tum you back from your religion if they
are able. And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to
disbelief] and dies while he is a disbeliever — for those, their
deeds have become worthless in this world and the Hereafier,
and those are the companions of the Fire; they will abide
therein eternally.

. Indeed, those who have believed and those who have emigrated

and fought in the cause of Allah — those expect the mercy of
Allah. And Alldh is Forgiving and Merciful.

They ask you about wine® and gambling. Say, "In them is
great sin and [yet, some] benefit for people. But their sin is
greater than their benefit.” And they ask you what they should
spend. Say, "The excess [beyond needs].” Thus Allih makes
clear to you the verses [of revelation] that you might give thought

To this world and the Hereafter. And they ask you about
orphans. Say, "lmprovement for them is best. And if you mix
your affairs with theirs — they are your brothers. And Allih
knows the corrupter from the amender. And if Allah had willed,
He could have put you in difficulty. Indeed. Alldh is Exalted
in Might and Wise."

. And do not marry polytheistic women until they believe.”

And a believing slave woman is better than a polytheist, even
though she might please you. And do not marry polytheistic
men [to your women] until they believe. And a believing slave
is better than a polytheist, even though he might please youw
Those invite [you] to the Fire, but Alldh invites to Paradise
and to forgiveness, by His permission. And He makes clear

ﬁs‘See footnote to 2:193.
The word “khame” (wine) includes all intoxicants, The final prohibition is
given in 5:90-91.

ie,

, worship and obey Alldh alone,
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His verses [i.e., ordinances] to the people that perhaps they
may remember.

And they ask you about menstruation. Say, "It is harm, so
keep away from wives'' during menstruation. And do not
approach them until they are pure. And when they have
purified themselves,” then come to them from where Allah
has ordained for you, Indeed, Allih loves those who are
constantly repentant and loves those who purify themselves.”

. Your wives are a place of cultivation [i.e., sowing of seed] for

you, so come (o your place of cultivation however you wish
and put forth [righteousness] for yourselves. And fear Allih
and know that you will meet Him. And give good tidings to
the believers.

And do not make [your oath by] Alldh an excuse against being
righteous and fearing Allah and making peace among people.
And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.

Alldh does not impose blame upon you for what is unintentional
in your caths, but He imposes blame upon you for what your
hearts have earned. And Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.
For those who swear not to have sexual relations with their
wives™ is a waiting time of four months, but if they return [to
normal relations] — then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.
And if they decide on divorce — then indeed, Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.

Divorced women remain in waiting [i.e., do not remarry] for
three periods,™ and it is not lawful for them to conceal what
Allah has created in their wombs if they believe in Allih and

—”i.c

.. tefrain from sexual intercourse.

By taking a complete bath (ghus/).

“Without divorcing them. By such an oath the woman is deprived of her
right in marriage but is not free to marry another. She may not be kept in
such a condition beyond the four-month limit,

Either menstrual periods or periods of purity between menstruation. See
also 65:1-7,
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the Last Day. And their husbands have more right to take
them back in this [periad] if they want reconciliation.™ And
due to them [i.e., the wives] is similar to what is expected of
them. according to what is reasonable.”® But the men [ie.,
husbands] have a degree over them [in responsibility and
authority]. And Allih is Exalted in Might and Wise.

229, Divorce is twice. Then [after that], either keep [her] in an
acceptable manner or release [her] with good treatment. And
it is not lawful for you to take anything of what you have
given them unless both fear that they will not be able to keep
[within] the limits of Allah.”” But if you fear that they will not
keep [within] the limits of Alldh, then there is no blame upon
either of them concerning that by which she ransoms herself.
These are the limits of Alldh, so do not transgress them. And
whoever transgresses the limits of Allih — it is those who are
the wrongdoers [i.e., the unjust].

230. And if he has divorced her [for the third time], then she is not
lawful to him afterward until [after] she marries a husband
other than him.”™ And if he [i.e., the latter husband] divorces
her [or dies], there is no blame vpon them [i.e., the woman
and her former husband] for returning to each other if they
think that they can keep [within] the limits of Allah. These
are the limits of Allih, which He makes clear to a people who
know [i.e., understand].

231. And when you divorce women and they have [nearly] fulfilled
their term, either retain them according to acceptable terms or
release them according to acceptable terms, and do not keep
them, intending harm, to transgress [against them]. And whoever

?ST]IR: husband may return her o himsell during the ‘iddah period of a first
and second divorce without a new marriage contract.
e wife has specific rights upon her husband, just as the
rights upon her.
i.e.. deal fairly with each other.
With the intention of permanence, not merely in order to return (o the
previous husband,

husband has

i3



Sarah 2 — al-Bagarah Juz® 2

232

233,

does that has certainly wronged himself. And do not take the
verses of Allah in jest. And remember the favor of Allah
upon you and what has been revealed o you of the Book [i.e.,
the Qurin] and wisdom [i.e., the Prophet's sunnah] by which
He instructs you. And fear Allih and know that Allih is
Knowing of all things.

And when you divorce women™ and they have fulfilled their
term, do not prevent them from remarrying their [former]
husbands if they [i.e., all parties] agree among themselves on an
acceptable basis. That is instructed to whoever of you believes
in Allah and the Last Day. That is better for you and purer,
and Allih knows and you know not.

Muothers may nurse [i.e.. breastfeed] their children two complete
years for whoever wishes to complete the nursing [period].
Upon the father is their [i.e., the mothers'] provision and their
clothing according to what is acceptable. No person is charged
with more than his capacity. No mother should be harmed
through her child, and no father through his child. And upon
the [father's] heir is [a duty] like that [of the father]. And if
they both desire weaning through mutual consent from both of
them and consultation, there is no blame upon either of them.
And i you wish to have your children nursed by a substitute,
there is no blame upon you as long as you give payment
according to what is acceptable. And fear Allih and know
that Alldh is Seeing of what you do.

. And those who are taken in death among you and leave wives

behind — they, [the wives, shall] wait four months and ten
[days]. And when they have fulfilled their term, then there is
no blame vpon you for what they do with themselves in an
acceptable manner.®  And Allah is [fully] Acquainted with
what you do.

;?Fnr the first or second time.
l'l'hey may remarry il they wish.
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235. There is no blame upon you for that to which you [indirectly]
allude concerning a proposal to women or for what you
conceal within yourselves. Allah knows that you will have
them in mind. But do not promise them secretly except for
saying a proper saying. And do not determine to undertake a
marriage contract until the decreed period®’ reaches its end.
And know that Allah knows what is within yourselves, so beware
of Him. And know that Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.

236. There is no blame upon you if you divorce women you have
not touched®™ nor specitied for them an obligation.™ But give
them [a gift of] compensation — the wealthy according to his
capability and the poor according to his capability — a provision
according to what is acceptable, a duty upon the doers of good.

237. And if you divorce them before you have touched them and
you have already specified for them an obligation, then [give]
half of what you specified — unless they forego the right or the
one in whose hand is the marriage contract foregoes it. And
to forego it is nearer to righteousness. And do not forget
graciousness between you, Indeed Allih, of whatever you do,
is Seeing.

238, Maintain with care the [obligatory] prayers and [in particular]
the middle [i.e., ‘asr] prayer and stand before Alldh, devoutly
obedient.

239, And if you fear [an enemy, then pray] on foot or riding. But
when you are secure, then remember Allih [in prayer], as He
has taught you that which you did not [previously] know.

240. And those who are taken in death among you and leave wives
behind — for their wives is a bequest: maintenance for one
year without turning [them] out. But if they leave [of their
own accord], then there is no blame upon you for what they

& IT'hr.: “igldiah (bereavement period) afier the death of a husband.
‘T'hc marriage has not been consummated.
83 Required bridal gift (mahr).
35
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do with themselves in an acceptable way® And Alldh is
Exalted in Might and Wise.

. And for divorced women is a provision according to what is

acceptable — a duty upon the righteous.

Thus does Allih make clear to you His verses [i.e., laws] that
you might use reason.

3. Have you not considered those who left their homes in many

thousands, fearing death? Allah said to them, "Die"; then He
restored them to life. And Alldh is full of bounty to the people,
but most of the people do not show gratitude.

And fight in the cause of Allih and know that Allih is
Hearing and Knowing.

Who is it that would loan Alldh a goodly loan so He may
multiply it for him many times over? And it is Allah who
withholds and grants abundance, and to Him you will be
returned.

Have you not considered the assembly of the Children of Israel
after [the time of ] Moses when they said to a prophet of theirs,
"Send to us a king, and we will fight in the way of Allah"? He
said, "Would you perhaps refrain from fighting if fighting was
prescribed for you?" They said. "And why should we not
fight in the cause of Allih when we have been driven out from
our homes and from our children?" But when fighting was
prescribed for them, they turned away, except for a few of them.
And Allah is Knowing of the wrongdoers.

And their prophet said to them, "Indeed, Allih has sent to you
Saul as a king." They said, "How can he have kingship over
us while we are more worthy of kingship than him and he has
not been given any measure of wealth?" He said, "Indeed,
Alldh has chosen him over you and has increased him
abundantly in knowledge and stature. And Allah gives His
sovereignty to whom He wills. And Alldh is all-Encompassing
[in favor] and Knowing."

S'*This directive was abrogated by those later revealed in 2:234 and 4:12,
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248, And their prophet said to them, "Indeed, a sign of his kingship

250.

25

2

ok

is that the chest will come to you in which is assurance® from
your Lord and a remnant of what the family of Moses and the
family of Aaron had left, carried by the angels. Indeed in that
is @ sign for you, if you are believers.”

. And when Saul went forth with the soldiers, he said, "Indeed,

Alldh will be testing you with a river. So whoever drinks from
it is not of me, and whoever does not taste it is indeed of me,
excepting one who takes [from it] in the hollow of his hand.”
But they drank from it, except a [very] few of them. Then when
he had crossed it along with those who believed with him,
they said, "There is no power for us today against Goliath and
his soldiers." But those who were certain that they would
meet Allih said. "How many a small company has overcome
a large company by permission of Allih. And Allih is with
the patient.”

And when they went forth to [face] Goliath and his soldiers,
they said, "Our Lord, pour upon us patience and plant firmly
our feet and give us victory over the disbelieving people.”

. So they defeated them by permission of Allah, and David

killed Goliath, and Allih gave him the kingship and wisdom
[i.e., prophethood] and taught him from that which He willed.
And if it were not for Allih checking [some]| people by meuns
of others, the earth would have been corrupted, but Allah is
full of bounty to the worlds.

These are the verses of Allih which We recite to you, [O
Muhammad], in truth. And indeed, you are from among the
messengers.

. Those messengers — some of them We caused to exceed others,

Among them were those to whom Allah spoke, and He raised
some of them in degree. And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary,
clear proofs, and We supported him with the Pure Spirit [i.e.,

85Si_gns ZIVING reassurance.
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Gabriel]. If Allih had willed, those [generations] succeeding
them would not have fought each other after the clear proofs
had come to them. But they differed, and some of them believed
and some of them disbelieved. And if Allah had willed, they
would not have fought each other, but Allah does what He
intends.

. O you who have believed, spend from that which We have

provided for you before there comes a Day in which there is
no exchange [i.e., ransom] and no friendship and no intercession.
And the disbelievers — they are the wrongdoers,

. Allah — there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the

Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes
Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens
and whatever is on the earth. Who is it that can intercede
with Him except by His permission? He knows what is
[presently] before them and what will be after them,* and
they encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what
He wills. His Kursi® extends over the heavens and the earth,
and their preservation tires Him not, And He is the Most High,
the Most Great.

. There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion.

The right course has become clear from the wrong. So
whoever disbelieves in (aghot™ and believes in Allah has
grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no break in it
And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.

. Alliih is the ally™ of those who believe. He brings them out

from darknesses into the light. And those who disbelieve —
their allies are faghit. They take them out of the light into

l'“E'A]Iﬂ]t'-, knowledge encompasses every aspect of His creations in the past,
present and future.

¥ Chair or footstool. It is not to be confused with al-'Arsh (the Throne).
which is infinitely higher and greater than af-Kursi.
False objects of worship, such as idols, heavenly bodies, spirits, human
beings, etc.
i.e., patron and supporter,
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darknesses.” Those are the companions of the Fire: they will
abide eternally therein.

Have you not considered the one who argued with Abraham
about his Lord [merely| because Alldh had given him kingship?
When Abraham said, "My Lord is the one who gives life and
causes death," he said, "I give life and cause death.” Abraham
said, "Indeed, Allih brings up the sun from the east, so bring
it up from the west." So the disbeliever was overwhelmed
[by astonishment], and Allah does not guide the wrongdoing
people.

Or [consider such an example] as the one who passed by a
township which had fallen into ruin. He said, "How will
Alldh bring this to life after its death?" So Alldh caused him
to die for a hundred years; then He revived him. He said,
"How long have you remained?” He [the man] said, "I have
remained a day or part of a day.” He said, "Rather, you have
remained one hundred years. Look at your food and your drink;
it has not changed with time. And look at your donkey; and
We will make you a sign for the people. And look at the bones
[of this donkey] — how We raise them and then We cover
them with flesh.” And when it became clear to him, he said,
"I know that Allih is over all things competent.”

And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how
You give life to the dead.” [Alldh] said, "Have you not
believed?" He said, "Yes, but [I ask] only that my heart may
be satistied." [Allah] said, "Take four birds and commit them
to yourself.”! Then [after slaughtering them] put on each hill a
portion of them; then call them — they will come [flying] to you
in haste. And know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise."

The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of
Alldh is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; in

9“TIlr.: light of truth is one, while the darknesses of disbeliel, doubt and eror
are many.

ie

. train them o come 1o you on command,
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each spike is a hundred grains. And Allih multiplies [His
reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing
and Knowing.

. Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then

do not follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it]
or [other] injury will have their reward with their Lord, and
there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.

Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed
by injury. And Alldh is Free of need and Forbearing.

O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities
with reminders [of it] or injury as does one who spends his
wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not believe in
Allah and the Last Day. His example is like that of a [large]
smooth stone upon which is dust and is hit by a downpour
that leaves it bare. They are unable [to keep] anything of what
they have earned. And Alldh does not guide the disbelieving
people.

And the example of those who spend their wealth seeking
means to the approval of Allah and assuring [reward for]
themselves is like a garden on high ground which is hit by a
downpour — so it yields its fruits in double. And [even] if it
is not hit by a downpour, then a drizzle [is sufficient]. And
Alldh, of what you do, is Seeing.

. Would one of you like to have a garden of palm trees and

grapevines underneath which rivers flow in which he has from
every fruit? But he is afflicted with old age and has weak [i.e.,
immature] offspring, and it is hit by a whirlwind containing
fire and is burned. Thus does Allih make clear to you [His]
verses that you might give thought.

O you who have believed, spend from the good things which
you have earned and from that which We have produced for
you from the earth. And do not aim toward the defective
therefrom, spending [from that] while you would not take it
[yourself] except with closed eyes. And know that Allah is
Free of need and Praiseworthy.
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Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality,
while Allih promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty.
And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

He gives wisdom® to whom He wills, and whoever has been
given wisdom has certainly been given much good. And none
will remember except those of understanding.

And whatever you spend of expenditures or make of vows —
indeed, Allah knows of it. And for the wrongdoers there are
no helpers,

If you disclose your charitable expenditures, they are good;
but if you conceal them and give them to the poor, it is better
for you, and He will remove from you some of your misdeeds
[thereby]. And Allih, with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted,

Not upon you, [0 Muhammad], is [responsibility for] their
guidance, but Allih guides whom He wills. And whatever good
you [believers] spend is for yourselves, and you do not spend
except seeking the countenance of Allah. And whatever you
spend of good™ — it will be fully repaid to you, and you will
not be wronged.

[Charity is] for the poor who have been restricted for the cause
of Alldh, unable to move about in the land. An ignorant [person]
would think them self-sufficient because of their restraint, but
you will know them by their [characteristic] sign. They do
not ask people persistently [or at all]. And whatever you
spend of good — indeed, Allih is Knowing of it.

Those who spend their wealth [in Allah's way] by night and
by day, secretly and publicly — they will have their reward
with their Lord. And no fear will there be concerning them,
nor will they grieve.

Those who consume interest™ cannot stand [on the Day of

?ZThc knowledge and understanding of the religion and of the Qur'an.

1.6,

. wealth, property, resources, time, effort, ete.

Included is that given on commercial as well as consumer loans,
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Resurrection] except as one stands who is being beaten by
Satan into insanity. That is because they say, "Trade is [just]
like interest.” But Alldh has permitted trade and has forbidden
interest.  So whoever has received an admonition from his
Lord and desists may have what is past, and his affair rests
with Allih. But whoever returns [to dealing in interest or
usury] — those are the companions of the Fire; they will abide
eternally therein.

. Allah destroys interest and gives increase for charities. And

Allah does not like every sinning disbeliever.

Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds and establish
prayer and give zakah will have their reward with their Lord,
and there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.

O you who have believed, fear Allih and give up what remains
[due to you] of interest, if you should be believers.

And if you do not, then be informed of a war [against you] from
Allah and His Messenger. But if you repent, you may have
your principal — [thus] you do no wrong, nor are you wronged.

And if someone is in hardship, then [let there be] postponement
until [a time of] ease. But if you give [from your right as| charity,
then it is better for you, if you only knew.

And fear a Day when you will be returned to Allah. Then
every soul will be compensated for what it earned, and they
will not be wronged [i.e., treated unjustly].

. O you who have believed, when you contract a debt for a

specified term, write it down. And let a scribe write [it]
between you in justice. Let no scribe refuse to write as Allah
has taught him. So let him write and let the one who has the
obligation [i.e., the debtor] dictate, And let him fear Alldh,
his Lord, and not leave anything out of it. But if the one who
has the obligation is of limited understanding or weak or unable
to dictate himself, then let his guardian dictate in justice. And
bring to witness two witnesses from among your men. And if
there are not two men [available], then a man and two women
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from those whom you accept as witnesses — so that if one of
them [i.e., the women] errs. then the other can remind her.
And let not the witnesses refuse when they are called upon.
And do not be [too] weary to write it, whether it is small or
large, for its [specified] term, That is more just in the sight of
Allah and stronger as evidence and more likely to prevent
doubt between you, except when it is an immediate transaction
which you conduct among yourselves. For [then]| there is no
blame upon you if you do not write it. And take witnesses
when you conclude a contract. Let no scribe be harmed or any
witness. For if you do so, indeed, it is [grave] disobedience in
you. And fear Allih. And Allah teaches you. And Alldh is
Knowing of all things.

And if you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then a
security deposit [should be] taken. And if one of you entrusis
another, then let him who is entrusted discharge his trust
[faithfully] and let him fear Allih, his Lord. And do not
conceal testimony, for whoever conceals it — his heart is
indeed sinful, and Alldh is Knowing of what you do.

To Alldh belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is
in the earth. Whether you show what is within yourselves or
conceal it, Alldh will bring you to account for it. Then He
will forgive whom He wills and punish whom He wills, and
Alliah is over all things competent.

The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from
his Lord, and [so have] the believers. All of them have
believed in Allih and His angels and His books and His
messengers, [saying], "We make no distinction between any
of His messengers." And they say, "We hear and we obey.
[We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord. and to You is the [final]
destination.”

Allih does not charge a soul except [with that within] its
capacity. It will have [the consequence of | what [good] it has
gained, and it will bear [the consequence of] what [evil] it has
earned. "Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we have
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forgotten or erred. Our Lord, and lay not upon us a burden
like that which You laid upon those before us. Our Lord, and
burden us not with that which we have no ability to bear. And
pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy upon us. You are
our protector, so give us victory over the disbelieving people.””

95 Allah (subldnaln wa ta'dla) concludes this s@raf by directing His servants
how to supplicate Him, just as He taught them in Sidrah al-Farihal how to
praise Him and ask for guidance,
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Siirah Ali “Imran’

Bismillahir-Ralumanir-Raheem

1. Alif, Lam, Meem.”

2. Allah — there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the
Sustainer of existence.

3. He has sent down upon you, [ Muhammad], the Book in truth,
confirming what was before it. And He revealed the Torah and
the Gospel

4. Before, as guidance for the people. And He revealed the Criterion
[i.e.. the Qur'an]. Indeed, those who disbelieve in the verses of
Allah will have a severe punishment, and Alldh is Exalted in Might,
the Owner of Retribution,

5. Indeed, from Allah nothing is hidden in the earth nor in the heaven.

6. It is He who forms you in the wombs however He wills. There
is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

7. It is He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad], the Book;
in it are verses [that are] precise — they are the foundation of the
Book — and others unspecific.” As for those in whose hearts is
deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is unspecific,
seeking discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them].
And no one knows its [true] interpretation except Allah. But those
firm in knowledge say, "We believe in it. All [of it] is from our
Lord." And no one will be reminded except those of understanding,

8. [Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have
ouided us and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are
the Bestower,

96 81 “Jmran: The Family of ‘Tmrin.
See foomote 1o 2:1.
8'!'Ilu"vt: which are stated in such a way that they are open 10 more than one
interpretation or whose meaning is known only to Allih, such as the
opening letters of certain sirafs.
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Our Lord, surely You will gather the people for a Day about which
there is no doubt. Indeed, Allah does not fail in His promise.”

Indeed, those who disbelieve — never will their wealth or their
children avail them against Alldh at all. And it is they who
are fuel for the Fire.

[ Theirs is] like the custom of the people of Pharaoh and those
before them. They denied Our signs, so Allih seized them for
their sins. And Alldh is severe in penalty.

Say to those who disbelieve, "You will be overcome and gathered
together to Hell, and wretched is the resting place."

Already there has been for you a sign in the two armies which
met [in combat at Badr] — one fighting in the cause of Allih
and another of disbelievers. They saw them [to be] twice their
[own] number by [their] eyesight.”” But Allah supports with
His victory whom He wills. Indeed in that is a lesson for
those of vision.

Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire — of
women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine
branded horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the
enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah has with Him the best
return [i.e., Paradise].

Say, "Shall I inform you of [something] better than that? For
those who fear Alldh will be gardens in the presence of their
Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally,
and purified spouses and approval from Allah. And Allah is
Seeing [i.e., aware] of [His] servants —

Those who say. "Our Lord, indeed we have believed, so forgive
us our sins and protect us from the punishment of the Fire,”
The patient, the true, the obedient, those who spend [in the
way of Allah], and those who seek forgiveness before dawn.

L} . ’ . . .
99 The helievers saw the dishelievers to be double their own number preceding
the battle of Badr, while, in fact, they were three times their number.
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18.

20.

21.

22,

24.

25.

Alldh witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do]
the angels and those of knowledge — [that He is] maintaining
[creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted
in Might, the Wise.

Indeed, the religion in the sight of Alldh is Islim. And those who
were given the Scripture did not differ except after knowledge
had come to them — out of jealous animosity between themselves.
And whoever disbelieves in the verses of Allah, then indeed,
Allah is swift in [taking] account.

So if they argue with you, say, "l have submitted myself to Allah
[in Islam], and [so have] those who follow me."” And say to
those who were given the Scripture and [to] the unleamed,'™
"Have you submitted yourselves?" And if they submit [in Islam],
they are rightly guided; but if they turn away — then upon you
is only the [duty of] notification. And Alldh is Seeing of [His]
servants,

Those who disbelieve in the signs of Allih and kill the prophets
without right and kill those who order justice from among the
people — give them tidings of a painful punishment.

They are the ones whose deeds have become worthless in this
world and the Hereafter. and for them there will be no helpers.

Do you not consider, [O Muhammad], those who were given a
portion of the Scripture? They are invited to the Scripture of
Allah that it should arbitrate between them:;'"" then a party of

them turns away, and they are refusing.

That is because they say, "Never will the Fire touch us except
for [a few] numbered days,” and [because] they were deluded
in their religion by what they were inventing.

So how will it be when We assemble them for a Day about

:g?'ﬂmse who had no scripture (i.e., the pagans).
Referring to the Jews of Madinah who refused to implement the rulings

given by Alldh in the Torah or to acknowledge the Prophet (£5). whose
coming was mentioned therein,
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29,

30.

3L

32.

F

which there is no doubt? And each soul will be compensated
[in full for] what it earned, and they will not be wronged.

Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty. You give sovergignty to
whom You will and You take sovereignty away from whom
You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom
You will, In Your hand'" is [all] good. Indeed, You are over
all things competent.

You cause the night to enter the day, and You cause the day to
enter the night: and You bring the living out of the dead, and
You bring the dead out of the living. And You give provision
to whom You will without account [i.e., limit or measure].”
Let not believers take disbelievers as allies [i.e., supporters or
protectors] rather than believers. And whoever [of you] does
that has nothing [i.e.. no association] with Allah, except when
taking precaution against them in prudence.'™ And Allah
warns you of Himself, and to Allah is the [final] destination.
Say. "Whether you conceal what is in your breasts or reveal it,
Allah knows it. And He knows that which is in the heavens and
that which is on the earth. And Allah is over all things competent.

The Day every soul will find what it has done of good present
[before it] and what it has done of evil, it will wish that
between itself and that [evil] was a great distance. And Allih
warns you of Himself, and Alldh is Kind to [His] servants.”
Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me,
[s0] Alldh will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah
is Forgiving and Merciful.”

Say, "Obey Allih and the Messenger." But if they turn away —
then indeed. Allah does not like the disbelievers.

Indeed, Allah chose Adam and Noah and the family of Abraham
and the family of ‘Imran over the worlds —

10_%5%{ footnote 1 2:19,
103when fearing harm from an enemy, the believer may pretend as long as

his heart and intention are not affected,
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34,

[
h

38.

39.

40.

41.

Descendants, some of them from others. And Allih is Hearing
and Knowing.

[Mention, O Muhammad]. when the wife of ‘Imriin said. "My
Lord, indeed I have pledged to You what is in my womb,
consecrated [for Your service], so accept this from me.
Indeed, You are the Hearing, the Knowing,"

But when she delivered her, she said, "My Lord. I have delivered
a female.” And Allah was most knowing of what she delivered,
and the male is not like the female. "And I have named her
Mary, and I seek refuge for her in You and [for] her descendants
from Satan, the expelled [from the mercy of Allah]."

So her Lord accepted her with good acceptance and caused her
to grow in a good manner and put her in the care of Zechariah,
Every time Zechariah entered upon her in the prayer chamber,
he found with her provision. He said, "O Mary, from where is
this [coming] to you?" She said, "It is from Alldh. Indeed,
Allah provides for whom He wills without account.”

At that, Zechariah called upon his Lord, saying, "My Lord,
grant me from Yourself a good offspring. Indeed, You are the
Hearer of supplication.”

So the angels called him while he was standing in prayer in
the chamber, "Indeed, Allah gives you good tidings of John,
confirming a word"™ from Allah and [who will be] honorable,
abstaining [from women], and a prophet from among the righteous.”

He said, "My Lord, how will I have a boy when I have
reached old age and my wife is barren?” He [the angel] said,
"Such is Alldh; He does what He wills.”

He said, "My Lord, make for me a sign." He said, "Your sign
is that you will not [be able to] speak to the people for three
days except by gesture. And remember your Lord much and
exalt [Him with praise] in the evening and the morning."

HMRefening to the prophet Jesus (upon whom be peace), who was conceived

merely by a command [rom Allah — the word "Be."
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43,

44,

45.

46.

47,

48,

49,

And [mention] when the angels said, "0 Mary, indeed Allih
has chosen you and purified you and chosen you above the
women of the worlds.

O Mary, be devoutly obedient to your Lord and prostrate and
bow with those who bow [in prayer].”

That is from the news of the unseen which We reveal to you,
[0 Mubammad]. And you were not with them when they cast
their pens'™ as to which of them should be responsible for
Mary. Nor were you with them when they disputed.

[And mention] when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed Allah
gives you good tidings of a word™® from Him, whose name
will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary — distinguished in
this world and the Hereafier and among those brought near [to
Allih].

He will speak to the people in the cradle and in maturity and
will be of the righteous.”

She said. "My Lord, how will I have a child when no man has
touched me?" [The angel] said, "Such is Allah; He creates
what He wills. When He decrees a matter, He only says to it,
'Be,' and it is.

And He will teach him writing and wisdom'"" and the Torah
and the Gospel

And [make him] a messenger to the Children of Israel, [who
will say], 'Indeed I have come to you with a sign from your
Lord in that I design for you from clay [that which is] like the
form of a bird, then I breathe into it and it becomes a bird by
permission of Allah. And 1 cure the blind [from birth] and the
leper, and I give life to the dead — by permission of Allah.
And [ inform you of what you eat and what you store in your
houses. Indeed in that is a sign for you, if you are believers.

105

&, threw lots,

1065ee fantnote to 3:39.
107 e teachings of the prophets.
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535:

58.

59,

And [1 have come] confirming what was before me of the
Torah and o make lawful for you some of what was forbidden
to you. And I have come to you with a sign from your Lord,
so fear Allih and obey me.

Indeed, Allih is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him.

That is the straight path.

But when Jesus felt [persistence in] disbelief from them, he said,
"Who are my supporters for [the cause of] Allih?" The disciples
said, "We are supporters for Allih. We have believed in Allih
and testify that we are Muslims [submitting to Him].

Our Lord, we have believed in what You revealed and have
followed the messenger [i.e., Jesus|, so register us among the
witnesses [to truth].”

And they [i.e., the disbelievers] planned, but Allih planned.
And Allah is the best of planners.

[Mention] when Allah said, "O Jesus, indeed 1 will take you
and raise you to Myself and purify [i.e., free] yvou from those
who disbelieve and make those who follow you [in submission
to Allah alone] superior to those who disbelieve until the Day
of Resurrection. Then to Me is your return, and 1 will judge
between you concerning that in which you used to differ.

And as for those who disbelieved, I will punish them with a
severe punishment in this world and the Hereafter, and they
will have no helpers.”

But as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, He will
give them in full their rewards, and Allah does not like the
wrongdoers,

This is what We recite to you, [0 Muhammad], of [Our] verses
and the precise [and wise] message [i.e., the Qur'an].

Indeed, the example of Jesus to Allah'" is like that of Adam.
He created him from dust; then He said to him, "Be,” and he was.

108;

.&,, regarding His creation of him.
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64,

65.

66,

67,

68,

69,

The truth is from your Lord, so do not be among the doubters.

Then whoever argues with you about it after [this] knowledge
has come to you — say, "Come, let us call our sons and your sons,
our women and your women, ourselves and yourselves, then
supplicate earnestly [together] and invoke the curse of Allah
upon the liars [among us].”

Indeed, this is the true narration. And there is no deity except
Allah. And indeed, Allah is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

But if they turn away, then indeed — Allah is Knowing of the
corrupters.

Say, "O People of the Scripture, come to a word that is equitable
between us and you — that we will not worship except Allih
and not associate anything with Him and not take one another
as lords instead of Allah."'™ But if they turn away, then say,
"Bear witness that we are Muslims [submitting to Him]."

O People of the Scripture, why do you argue about Abraham
while the Torah and the Gospel were not revealed until after
him? Then will you not reason?

Here you are — those who have argued about that of which
yvou have [some] knowledge, but why do you argue about that
of which you have no knowledge? And Allah knows, while
you know not.

Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was one
inclining toward truth, a Muslim [submitting 1o Allah]. And
he was not of the polytheists.''"”

Indeed, the most worthy of Abraham among the people are
those who followed him [in submission to Alldih] and this
prophet [i.e.. Muhammad (22)] and those who believe [in his
message|. And Alldh is the ally of the believers.

A faction of the People of the Scripture wish they could

Ir"yBy obeying another in disobedience to Allih.

116

Those who associate others with Allah.
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71,

72,

73.

74.

75.

76.

mislead you. But they do not mislead except themselves, and
they perceive [it] not.

O People of the Scripture, why do you disbelieve in the verses
of Allah'"" while you witness [to their truth]?

O People of the Scripture, why do you mix [i.e., confuse] the
truth with falsehood and conceal the puth while you know
[it]?

And a faction of the People of the Scripture say [to each other],
"Believe in that which was revealed to the believers at the
beginning of the day and reject it at its end that perhaps they
will return [i.e., abandon their religion],

And do not trust except those who follow your religion.” Say,
"Indeed. the [true] guidance is the guidance of Alldh. [Do you
fear] lest someone be given [knowledge| like you were given or
that they would [thereby] argue with you before your Lord?"”
Say, "Indeed, [all] bounty is in the hand'"* of Allah — He
grants it to whom He wills, And Alldh is all-Encompassing
and Wise."”

He selects for His mercy whom He wills. And Alldh is the
possessor of great bounty,

And among the People of the Scripture is he who, if you
entrust him with a great amount [of wealth], he will return it
to you. And among them is he who, if you entrust him with
a [single] silver coin, he will not return it to you unless you
are constantly standing over him [demanding it]. That is
because they say, "There is no blame upon us concerning the
unlearned.""" And they speak untruth about Alldh while they
know [it].

But yes, whoever fulfills his commitment and fears Allah —
then indeed. Alldh loves those who fear Him.

. deliberately reject them.

H2gee footnote to 2:19.

113

The Jews do not consider it a sin to cheat or lie to a gentile or a pagan.
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78.

79.

80,

81.

82.

83.

Indeed. those who exchange the covenant of Allih and their [own]
oaths for a small price will have no share in the Hereafter, and
Allih will not speak to them or look at them on the Day of
Resurrection, nor will He purify them; and they will have a
painful punishment.

And indeed, there is among them a party who alter the Scripture
with their tongues so you may think it is from the Scripture, but
it is not from the Scripture. And they say, "This is from Allah,"
but it is not from Allah. And they speak untruth about Allah
while they know.

It is not for a human [prophet]' that Alldh should give him
the Seripture''® and authority and prophethood and then he
would say to the people, "Be servants to me rather than Allah,"
but [instead, he would say], "Be pious scholars of the Lord
because of what you have taught of the Scripture and because
of what you have studied.”

Nor could he order you to take the angels and prophets as lords.
Would he order you to disbelief after you had been Muslims?

And [recall, O People of the Scripture]. when Allih took the
covenant of the prophets, [saying]. "Whatever [ give you of
the Seripture and wisdom and then there comes to you a
messenger confirming what is with you, you [must] believe in
him and support him." [Alldh] said, "Have you acknowledged
and taken upon that My commitment?"'® They said, "We
have acknowledged it." He said, "Then bear witness, and 1 am
with you among the witnesses.

And whoever turned away after that — they were the defiantly
disobedient.

So is it other than the religion of Allah they desire, while to
Him have submitted [all] those within the heavens and earth,
willingly or by compulsion, and to Him they will be returned?

”40r any believer,

1 is(')r in the case of Prophet Muhammad (%), "the Book" (i.e.. the Qur'an).

i.e.. Have you accepted this obligation”!
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90.
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92,

Say, "We have believed in Allih and in what was revealed to
us and what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob,
and the Descendants [al-Asbat], and in what was given to
Moses and Jesus and to the prophets from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any of them, and we are Muslims
[submitting| to Him."

And whoever desires other than Islam as religion — never will
it be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be
among the losers,

How shall Allih guide a people who disbelieved after their
belief and had witnessed that the Messenger is true and clear
signs had come to them? And Allih does not guide the
wrongdoing people,

Those — their recompense will be that upon them is the curse
of Alldh and the angels and the people, all together,

Abiding eternally therein. The punishment will not be lightened
for them, nor will they be reprieved,

Except for those who repent after that''” and correct themselves.

For indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

Indeed, those who disbelieve [i.e., reject the message] after their
belief and then increase in disbelief — never will their [claimed]
repentance be accepted, and they are the ones astray.

Indeed, those who disbelieve and die while they are
disbelievers — never would the [whole] capacity of the earth in
gold be accepted from one of them if he would [seek to] ransom
himself with it. For those there will be a painful punishment,
and they will have no helpers.

Never will you attain the good [reward]'"™® until you spend [in
the way of Allah] from that which you love. And whatever
you spend — indeed, Alldh is Knowing of it,

L7

After their wrongdoing.
Another meaning is "You will never altain righteousness.”

35



Sorah 3 — Ali ‘Imrin Juz' 4

93.

94.

96.

97.

98.

100.
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All food was lawful to the Children of Israel except what
Israel [i.e., Jacob] had made unlawful to himself before the Torah
was revealed. Say. [0 Muhammad], "So bring the Torah and
recite it, if you should be truthful.”

And whoever invents about Allah untruth after that — then those
are [truly] the wrongdoers.

. Say, "Alldh has told the truth. So follow the religion of Abraham,

inclining toward truth; and he was not of the polytheists,"'"?

Indeed, the first House [of worship] established for mankind
was that at Bakkah [i.e., Makkah] — blessed and a guidance for
the worlds.

In it are clear signs [such as] the standing place of Abraham.
And whoever enters it [i.e., the Haram] shall be safe. And [due]
to Allih from the people is a pilgrimage to the House — for
whoever is able to find thereto a way. But whoever disbelieves
[i.e.. refuses] — then indeed, Allah is free from need of the worlds.'*"

Say, "O People of the Scripture, why do you disbelieve in the
verses of Allih while Allah is Witness over what you do?"

. Say, "O People of the Scripture, why do you avert from the way

of Alldh those who believe, seeking to make it [seem] deviant,
while you are witnesses [to the truth]? And Allih is not unaware
of what you do.”

O you who have believed, if you obey a party of those who were
aiven the Scripture, they would turn you back, alter your belief,
[to being] unbelievers.

And how could you disbhelieve while to you are being recited
the verses of Allah and among you is His Messenger? And
whoever holds firmly to Allah'*" has [indeed] been guided to
a straight path.

! wSee footnote to 3:67.

120

121

He has no need for His servants' worship; it is they who are in need of Him.
i.e.. adhering to His ordinances strictly, then trusting in Him and relying

upon Him completely.
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O you who have believed, fear Alldh as He should be feared
and do not die except as Muslims [in submission to Him].

And hold firmly to the rope'® of Allah all together and do not
become divided. And remember the favor of Allih upon you —
when you were enemies and He brought your hearts together
and you became, by His favor, brothers. And you were on the
edge of a pit of the Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus does
Allah make clear to you His verses that you may be guided.

And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that
is] good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong,!*
and those will be the successful.

And do not be like the ones who became divided and differed
after the clear proofs had come to them. And those will have
a great punishment

On the Day [some] faces will turn white and [some] faces
will turn black. As for those whose faces turn black, [to them it
will be said], "Did you disbelieve [i.e., reject faith] after your
belief? Then taste the punishment for what you used to reject.”

But as for those whose faces turn white, [they will be] within
the mercy of Allah. They will abide therein eternally.

These are the verses of Allah. We recite them to you, [O
Muhammad], in truth: and Allah wants no injustice to the
worlds [i.e., His creatures].

To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is
on the earth. And to Allah will [all] matters be returned.

You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind.
You enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe
in Allih. If only the People of the Scripture had believed, it
would have been better for them. Among them are believers,
but most of them are defiantly disobedient.

123

lzzRefelTing either to His covenant or the Quriin.
“According 1o the laws of Allah,
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They will not harm you except for [some] annoyance. And if
they fight you, they will show you their backs [i.e., retreat];
then they will not be aided.

They have been put under humiliation [by Allih] wherever they
are overtaken, except for a rope [ie., covenant] from Allah
and a rope [i.e., treaty] from the people [i.e., the Muslims].'**
And they have drawn upon themselves anger from Allah and
have been put under destitution. That is because they disbelieved
in [i.e., rejected] the verses of Allah and killed the prophets
without right. That is because they disobeyed and [habitually]
transgressed.

They are not [all] the same; among the People of the Scripture
is a community'® standing [in obedience]. reciting the verses
of Allah during periods of the night and prostrating [in prayer].
They believe in Allih and the Last Day, and they enjoin what
is right and forbid what is wrong and hasten to good deeds.
And those are among the righteous.

5. And whatever good they do — never will it be removed from

them. And Alldh is Knowing of the righteous.

Indeed. those who disbelieve — never will their wealth or their
children avail them against Alldh at all, and those are the
companions of the Fire: they will abide therein eternally.

The example of what they spend in this worldly life is like that
of a wind containing frost which strikes the harvest of a people
who have wronged themselves [i.e., sinned] and destroys it.
And Alldh has not wronged them, but they wrong themselves.

O you who have believed, do not take as intimates those other
than yourselves [i.e.. believers], for they will not spare you

24500 they have surrendered. the People of the Scripture retain their rights
and honor (in spite of their refusal of Islim) through payment of the
Jizvafh tax in place of zakdh and military service due from Muslims, They
are then under the protection of the Islimic state.

OF people who accepted Islam.
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[any] ruin. They wish you would have hardship. Hatred has
already appeared from their mouths, and what their breasts
conceal is greater. We have certainly made clear to you the
signs, if you will use reason.

Here you are loving them but they are not loving you, while
you believe in the Scripture — all of it."* And when they meet
vou, they say, "We believe." But when they are alone, they bite
their fingertips at you in rage. Say, "Die in your rage. Indeed.
Allih is Knowing of that within the breasts.”

If good touches you, it distresses them: but if harm strikes you,
they rejoice at it. And if you are patient and fear Allih, their
plot will not harm you at all. Indeed, Allah is encompassing
of what they do.

And [remember] when you, [O Muhammad], left your family
in the morning to post the believers at their stations for the
battle [of Uhud] —and Alldh is Hearing and Knowing —

When two parties among you were about to lose courage, but
Allidh was their ally: and upon Allah the believers should rely.

3. And already had Allah given you victory at [the battle of] Badr

while you were weak [i.e., few in number]. Then fear Allih;
perhaps you will be grateful,
[Remember| when you said to the believers, "Is it not sufficient

for you that your Lord should reinforce you with three thousand
angels sent down?

5. Yes, if you remain patient and conscious of Alldh and they

[i.e., the enemy] come upon you [attacking] in rage, your Lord
will reinforce you with five thousand angels having marks [of
distinction].”

And Allih made it not except as [a sign of] good tidings for

you and to reassure your hearts thereby. And victory is not
except from Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Wise —

|26T|la[ of it revealed by Alldh, not what was subsequently altered by men.
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That He might cut down a section of the disbelievers or
suppress them so that they turn back disappointed.
Not for you, [O Muhammad, but for Allah], is the decision

whether He should [cut them down] or forgive them or punish
them, for indeed, they are wrongdoers.

. And